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) Andhr CM Nai.du thanks PM Modi forw
supporting Yogandhra 2025 initiative

IN BRIEF

New Delhi: Prim
e Minister Narend
ra Modi on Wedne
sday congratulate
d Lee Jae-myung
on his election as
president of South
Korea. He said on
X, "Congratulatio
ns to Mr Lee Jae-
myung on being el
ected as the Pres
ident of the Repub
lic of Korea
(Cont.on P2)

e B

Amaravati: Mini
ster Nara Lokesh
on Wednesday pre
sented a copy of
the Yuvagalam Pa
dayatra book to D
eputy Chief Mini
ster Pawan Kalyan
at the Secretariat,
ahead of the State
Cabinet meeting.
Pawan Kalyan con
gratulated Lokesh
on documenting th
e (Cont.on P2)

Amaravati: Note
d Vedic Astrologer
and spiritual man-
agement guru VL
N Chowdary sug-
gested the govern-
ment heads not to
expand the capital
land pooling cros
sing the river Kris
hna in NTR distri
ct side which plan
is not good sign fo
r the future of And
hra (Cont.on P3)

The Capital News
New Delhi, Jun 4:
Prime Minister Naren
dra Modi will on Frid
ay inaugurate the Chen
ab bridge, the world's
highest railway arch b
ridge, and flag off Van
de Bharat trains betw
een Katra and Srinagar
in Jammu and Kashmi
r. APMO statement sai
d Modi will launch mu
Itiple development pr
ojects worth over Rs
46,000 crore at Katra,
the home to the Mata
Vaishno Devi temple.
Lauding the Chenab
bridge as an architec-
tural marvel, the state-
ment noted that it is at
a height of 359 metres
above the river. It is a
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BRS‘ Kavnha slams ]UdICIa| commission
notice to KCR as 'politically motivated'

PM Mol to Inaugurate Chenab bridge,
flag off Vande Bharat trains in J-K

1,315-metre-long steel
arch bridge engineered
to withstand seismic a
nd wind conditions."A
key impact of the bridg
e will be in enhancing
connectivity between
Jammu and Srinagar.
Through Vande Bharat
train moving on the
bridge, it will take just
about 3 hours to travel
between Katra and Sri

nagar, reducing exist-
ing travel time by 2-3

hours," it said, stress-
ing Modi's commitme
nt to boosting infra and
connectivity in the regi
on.The Anji Bridge is
India's first cable-sta
yed rail bridge that wi
Il serve the nation in a
challenging terrain, it
added.Among the ot
her (Cont.on P3)

Action against Jagan only If
law permits : Chandrababu

 Jagan jailed me, but | won’t jail him without proof
* CM slams previous regime’s ‘Ganja Batch'
» Cabinet approves amnesty for 17 life convicts

The Capital News

Amaravati, June 4:
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N Chandra
babu Naidu on
Wednesday made it
clear that his govern-
ment would not pursue
political vendetta agai
nst former  Chief
Minister Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy. Addre
ssing ministers at the
Cabinet meeting held
at the Secretariat,
Naidu said, “He sent
me to jail. Should | do
the same now? That’s
not the right approach.

If there is evidence and
the law permits, we’ll
act. Not otherwise.”

His remarks came in
response to a question
by Minister Gummadi
Sudharani, who asked
why action shouldn’t
be taken against Jagan
if he had committed

1 1T

mistakes. Naidu stre
ssed that his adminis-
tration stands for rule
of law and due
process, not political
retaliation. “A trans-
parent investigation is
being conducted into
the corruption and ...
(Cont.on P3)
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Nehru-Gandhi family surrendered Indian inter-
ests, Rahul insulting armed forces: BJP

June 4 u
‘Psycho Ru

The Capital News
Amaravati, June 4:
Chief Minister N Chan
drababu Naidu on Wed
nesday marked the ann
iversary of the 2024 el
ection verdict as a “hi
storic people’s upris-
ing” that ended the “ps
ycho rule” and restor e
d democracy in Andhr
a Pradesh. Calling Jun
e 4 a day of revolution,
Naidu said the state ha
d broken free from fear
and tyranny. “The mad
ness in the name of po
wer was chased away
by the people. It was a
day when democracy
was brought back, whe
n every citizen regaine
d peace,” he said in a

strongly worded post

on X. The Chief Minis
ter said the NDA gover
nment, comprising TD
P, Jana Sena, and BJP,
would use the next fou
r years to deliver wel-
fare and growth. “We
are treating this manda
te as a responsibility.
We will rebuild the stat

Prl

Naidu, Pawan mark first annlversary of NDA’s win in AP
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Cologne starts its blggest evacuatlon since

1945 to defuse WWII bombs

ISINg

ended

Chandrababu

e with better governan
ce and greater public tr
ust,” he declared, than
king party workers and
supporters. Naidu also
took aim at the previ-
ous YSRCP regime, ac
cusing it of unleashing
"state-sponsored terro
rism" and silencing dis
sent. “That chapter end

AP-Telangana face off
over Banakacherla prOJect

Varaprasada Rao K
The Capital News
vijayawada, June 5:
A fresh political and
inter-State row has eru
pted between Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana
over the proposed Rs
81,000-crore Polavar
am-Banakacherla w
ater diversion project.
While the Andhra Prad
esh government is agg
ressively pursuing the
project to tackle agric
ultural water scarcity a
nd reduce river water
discharge into the sea,
Telangana has termed
it a serious act of "wat
er exploitation” and vo
wed to oppose it throu
gh all available means.
Telangana irrigation m

ENGLISH NEWS DAITLY

NDA completes one year-
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" The Capital published

election survey on 1-6-2024

Telangana threatens to block Rs 81,000-crore irrigation plan

inister N Uttam Kumar
Reddy on Wednesday
declared that his gover
nment is fully opposed
to the Banakacherla pr
oject. “We have alrea
dy raised objections wi
th the Centre and brie
fed Union Minister C
R Patil. If there are fur-
ther efforts to push this

project, we will count-
er them decisively,” he
said, adding that he wil
| reveal detailed objec-
tions within two days.
The Andhra Pradesh g
overnment, on the othe
r hand, is positioning t
he Banakacherla linka
ge as a strategic and
(Cont.on P3)

ed on June 4,” he said.
Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan echoed
the sentiment, calling
the verdict a “turning
point in Andhra Prades
h’s political history.”
He said the people had
“used their vote as a
weapon” to reject auto
cracy and set the state
on a new path. “One ye
ar since the fall of anar
chic rule. One year for
the people’s revolutio
n. One year for Jana Se
na’s 100 percent strike
rate,” Pawan tweeted.
He credited the peopl
e’s mandate to the lead
ership of Prime Minis
ter Narendra Modi,
(Cont.on P2)

Botsa coIIapses
during YSRCP’s
‘Backstabbing
Day’ protest

Vizianagaram:
Senior YSRCP lea
der and Leader of
Opposition in the
AP Legislative Co
uncil, Botsa Satya
narayana, collap
sed on stage durin
g a protest meetin
g in Cheepurupalli
on Wednesday, rep
ortedly due to hea
tstroke. The incid
ent occurred while
he (Cont.on P3)

A Historic Day in Andhra Pradesh
Politics: Three Surveys Prove Accurate

PN Srinivasa Rao
The Capital News
June 4, 2024: will be
remembered as a land-
mark day in the politic
al history of Andhra Pr
adesh. The state witnes
sed a sweeping manda
te in favour of the Nati
onal Democratic Allia
nce (NDA), with the ¢
oalition comprising th
e Telugu Desam Party
(TDP), Jana Sena Part
y, and the Bharatiya Ja
nata Party (BJP) secur-
ing a massive victory.
The NDA bagged an
impressive 164 Assem
bly seats and 21 out of
25 Lok Sabha seats, m
arking a resounding
endorsement from the
electorate. What mak

es this result even mor
e remarkable is that m
ost political analysts,
leaders, and media hou
ses had failed to predi
ct the scale of the ND
A’s triumph. Despite th
e crores of rupees spe
nt by major political pa
rties on hiring top sur-
vey agencies, election
strategists, and media
firms, very few got the
pulse of the people rig

ht. Among the many pr
e-election surveys and
predictions, only three
organisations stood out
for their near-accurate
forecasts—

1. KK Survey: Score 160 Plus
2. Jamin Rytu, a respect-
ed Telugu fortnightly pub-
lication: 150 Plus

3. The Capital, an
English Daily News
Paper: Score 145 Plus
The (Cont.on P3)
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Andhra CM Naidu thanks PM Modi for
supportlng Yogandhra 2025 Initiative

June 4
uprising
ended...

(From Page 1)
Chandrababu’s
political resilience,
and the courage of
Jana Sainiks. “We’
re committed to
correcting the past,
and building Swa
rna Andhra by 2047
as part of Vikasit
Bharat,” he said.

P Mok
Conqraflae
[FromPae )

O K). Lo
Ward to working
together to further
expand and stren
gthen the India-
ROK Special Stra
tegic Partnership
"Liberal  opposi-
tion candidate Lee
Jae-myung  was
elected president
early Wednesday, a
victory that would
cap months of
political  turmoil

triggered by the
stunning but brief
imposition of mar-
tial law by the now-
ousted conservative
leader Yoon Suk
Yeol.

Lokesh present
Yuvagalam book
0.
[From Pege )

rney, callthg

book a powerful
record of resist-
ance. “Yuvagalam
was not just a
padayatra, it was a
struggle against the
demonic rule of the
previous regime,”
Pawan remarked,
praising its content
and presentation.
Reflecting on the
past year, Pawan
said the State was
still recovering
from the “night-
mares” of the previ-
ous YSRCP gov-
ernment. “The
Yuvagalam
Padayatra played a
key role in awaken-
ing the people. It
exposed the chaos
and misrule that
prevailed under the
former CM,” he
said. On the occa-
sion, Lokesh also
shared  personal
anecdotes and
experiences from
the padayatra with
the Deputy CM.
Lokesh also handed
over copies of the
book to other cabi-
net ministers.

The Capital News

Amaravati, June 4:
Andhra Pradesh Chi
ef Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu
expressed gratitude to
Prime Minister Nare
ndra Modi for his
support of the state’s

“Yogandhra 2025’ ini-
tiative. 'Yoga ndhra
2025' is a month-long
promotion campaign
in the run-up to
International  Yoga
Day on June 21, in
which PM Modi will
take part in Visha

kapatnam.“Thank
you for sharing,
Prime Minister Naren
dra Modi. Yogandhra
2025 embodies the
collective spirit of our
people in promoting
wellness through
yoga,” Naidu said ina
post on X late on
Tuesday, replying to
PM Modi's post.PM
Modi lauded Andhra
Pradesh’s Yogandhra
2025 initiative, call-
ing it a commendable
step in promoting
yoga ahead of Inter
national Yoga Day
2025.He urged citi-
zens to celebrate
Yoga Day on June 21
and make yoga a part
of their daily lives.

92 1ll from suspected food poisoning
In Telangana mental health hospital

The Capital News

Hyderabad, Jun 4:
Telangana  Health
Minister C Damodar
Rajanarasimha  on
Wednesday said 92
patients at  the
Institute of Mental
Health (IMH) here
were affected due to
suspected food poi-
soning.One  patient
had died on Tuesday
and the cause of
death was under
investigation.Of
those affected, 18 are
stable and admitted to
the state-run Osmania
General Hospital
(OGH). They are
expected to be dis-
charged in a couple of
days.Addressing
reporters after visit-
ing the IMH,
Rajanarasimha said
the remaining 74
patients are also sta-
ble and receiving spe-
cial care from doc-
tors, with recovery
expected in a couple
of days.While water
contamination was
initially  suspected,
analysis showed no
contamination "up to
95 per cent".The min-

ister said the quality
of food served to the
patients on June 2 is
under scrutiny and a
report is awaited.
Further action would
be taken as per the
report. The services of
the "diet contractor”
have been terminat-
ed. A formal com-
plaint has been
lodged with police
over the suspected
food poisoning inci-
dent, he added.The
minister also empha-
sised that the state
government would
take action after iden-
tifying accountability
for the patient's
death.Describing the
incident as "unfortu-
nate”, he said the
state government
would take steps to

prevent such inci-
dents.Asked about
the rise in COVID-19
cases in the country,
Rajanarasimha said
the government is
increasing testing and
advised against creat-
ing panic among the
public.The govern-
ment would periodi-
cally review COVID-
19 cases and seasonal
diseases.As per offi-
cial sources, one
COVID-19 case has
been reported so far
during the current
spell.One person died
and around 70 others
suffered from vomit-
ing and diarrhoea at
the Telangana gov-
ernment's Institute of
Mental Health (IMH)
here, officials said on
Tuesday.

US visa fraud: Telangana student
deported, consultancy firm head held

Hyderabad, Jun 4
(The Capital News)
A 28-year-old student
from Nalgonda dis-
trict was arrested here
following his depor-
tation from the US for
allegedly using for
ged documents to
obtain his visa, police
said on Wednesday.
Authorities also app
rehended the manag-
ing director of an
overseas education
consultancy firm on
June 2, who s
accused of providing
the "forged" degree
certificates to the stu-
dent.The student,
who was pursuing a
master's degree at
Webster University in
Missouri, was initial-
ly arrested on June 1.
Both were booked on
charges of forgery
and cheating.The stu-
dent's  deportation
from Dallas in the US
took place in the last
week of May while
he was returning from
India, after the US
immigration officers
found that his SEVIS
(Student and Exch
ange Visitor Informa
tion System) status

was inactive.Upon
his arrival at Rajiv
Gandhi International
(RGI) Airport in
Shamshabad on June
1, immigration autho
rities here conducted
an inquiry during
which he reportedly
confessed to securing
a US wvisa in

September 2023
using "fake" B.Sc.
Computer  Science

certificates.Following
this confession, local
immigration authori-
ties filed a complaint
at the RGI Airport
police station, leading
to the student's arrest
and the recording of
his statement.The stu-
dent informed police
that he had obtained
the fraudulent docu-

ments from the MD
of the education con-
sultancy firm. During
a search at the firm's
office, the police
seized several docu-
ments, including cer-
tificates from various
universities, and Rs
10 lakh in cash from
the possession of the
MD, who was arrest-
ed."The student had
studied for one year
in the US and came to
India and stayed for
five months. When he
returned to the US,
immigration officers
at the Dallas airport
found his student sta-
tus inactive on the
SEVIS and deported
him," Assistant
Commissioner of
Police (Shamshabad
Division) \Y
Sreekanth Goud told
PTI.During interroga-
tion, the MD of the
consultancy firm
revealed that over the
past five years he has
sent 15 students
abroad and secured
admissions by pro-
viding "fake" degree
certificates to them.
Further investigation
is on.
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BRS' Kavitha slams judicial commission
notice to KCR as "politically motivated'

The Capital News

Hyderabad, Jun 4:
BRS leader K
Kavitha on Wednes
day termed as "politi-
cally motivated” the
notice issued to party
president K Chandra
sekhar Rao by the
judicial commission
probing the irregular-
ities in the Kalesh
waram project. Dub
bing the judicial com-
mission as "Con gress
commission”,  she
said the notice was a
deliberate attempt to
"defame” Rao, also
known as KCR.
Addressing a protest
organised here by
Telangana  Jagruti
against the commis-
sion's notice to KCR,
she accused the
Congress government
of seeking to "erase"
KCR's legacy as
farmers love him for

his pro-farmer initia-
tives. "Totally, 40
lakh acres will get
water once Kalesh
waram project is
completed. All that is
kept aside. The con-
spiracy is to tarnish
the image of KCR,"
said Kavitha, daugh-
ter of KCR.The judi-
cial commission has
been appointed only
to defame KCR, she
claimed.She further

criticised Chief Mini

ster A Revanth Reddy
for his silence regard-
ing neighbouring
Andhra  Pradesh's
proposal to "take
away 200 TMC of
Godavari river" thro
ugh construction of
the Polavaram-Bana
kacherla project.
Chandrasekhar Rao is
likely to appear
before the judicial
commission on June

11 instead of June 5,
the party sources said
on Tuesday.He sought
to appear before the
panel on June 11
instead of June 5, the
day KCR was earlier
summoned, they said.
Andhra Pradesh Chi
ef Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu
had earlier said the
Polavaram-Banaka
cherla project is
aimed at taking sur-
plus Godavari waters
to the drought-hit reg
ions of the state.
Reacting to BRS
party's concerns over
irrigation projects in
Andhra Pradesh, Nai
du had highlighted
that the neighbouring
state need not worry
as only excess water
from the Godavari
river will be utilised,
which otherwise wou
Id drain into the sea.

YSRCP stages 'Betrayal Day' protests across
Andhra on f| rst annlversary of 2024 poll results

The Capltal News
Amaravati, June 4:
The YSRCP on
Wednesday held 'Bet
rayal Day' protests
across Andhra Pra
desh, marking one
year anniversary of
the 2024 election
results and subse-
qguent formation of
the TDP-led govern-
ment.Hundreds  of
YSRCP leaders, cad
res and activists took
part in  marches
across the state,
including major ur
ban centres like
Tirupati, Vijayawada,
Anantapur and sever-
al others.The NDA
alliance comprising
TDP, BJP  and
Janasena secured a
landslide  victory,

"wmnmg 164 assem-
bly seats out of 175
and relegating the
YSRCP to just 11
seats. The 2024 elec-

tion results were
declared exactly a
year  ago.Carrying
placards and Dblack
flags, YSRCP sup-
porters denounced the
N Chandrababu
Naidu-led  govern-
ment and raised slo-
gans against it."The
distinction of cheat-
ing and backstabbing
all sections of people
in this state goes to
Chandrababu Naidu
and the alliance lead-
ers," a YSRCP leader
told  media."Babu
(Naidu)  definitely
cheated and today is
betrayal day,” read a

protest placard in
Tirupati.Protesters
also highlighted the
"unfulfilled" Super
Six promises made by
Naidu during the
2024 poll campaign.
One placard in the
temple town accused
the CM of "cheating"
women by not deliv-
ering on the promise
of Rs 1,500 per
month to women
aged 19 to 59 years.

The Super Six prom-
ises included among
others 20 lakh jobs
for youth or Rs 3,000
monthly unemploy-
ment allowance and
free bus travel for
women.Meanwhile,
TDP general secre-
tary and IT Minister
Nara Lokesh asserted
that exactly a year
ago democracy won
and people won over
the "destructive" rule,
referring to the previ-
ous YSRCP regime.

"The people's aspira-
tions won a resound-
ing victory over the

anarchic and factional
rule. This victory is
the victory of five
crore people. The
people's verdict has
further increased the
responsibility of our
alliance," said Lokesh
in a post on X.With
Naidu's experience in

governance and
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's

blessings, the recon-
struction of Andhra
Pradesh has begun,
he said.According to
Lokesh, the people's
government (NDA
alliance govt) is giv-
ing top priority to
development and
welfare."l thank the
five crore people who
blessed the NDA gov-
ernment. | request
you to stand by us
with the same spirit to
keep Andhra Pradesh
at the top of develop-
ment. Best wishes to
everyone on the occa-
sion of people's ver-
dict day,” Lokesh
added.

Mild tension In Telangana village
during protest against ethanol plant

Hyderabad, Jun 4
(The Capital News)
Mild tension pre-
vailed in a village in
Jogulamba Gadwal
district of Telangana
on Wednesday after a
large number of vil-
lagers held a protest
opposing the estab-
lishment of an
ethanol plant, police
said.Scores of people
gathered near Pedda
Dhanwada village in
Rajoli mandal where
the company pro-
posed to start the con-
struction work and
demanded the gov-
ernment cancel per-
mission given to set
up the plant, they
said.The protesters
from neighbouring
seven to eight vil-
lages allegedly burnt
the temporary shel-
ters and sheds put by
the company manage-
ment and also set fire
to a container.TV
visuals showed some
protesters turning a
four-wheeler upside

down and hitting it

with sticks while
some others pelted
stones and damaged
the "window panes"
of an earth moving
machine. Police inter-
vened and dispersed
the  protesters.The
company had got a
license and permis-
sion to establish the
grain-based ethanol
plant on a land parcel
of 35-40 acres near
Pedda Dhanwada vil-
lage a year ago, offi-
cials said, adding that
the company manage-
ment also had discus-
sions with the vil-

e L
lagers, but they con-

tinued to oppose the
plant.The administra-
tion also tried to
organise deliberations
between the villagers
and the company
management, but the
villagers were not
convinced, the offi-
cials said.The compa-
ny management went
to the proposed site
on Tuesday to com-
mence the work.
On Wednesday, the
villagers gathered and
protested, even as the
company  manage-
ment and workers left
the place, police said.

The villagers are
opposing the ethanol
plant as they have
apprehensions  that
it may damage their

agricultural lands
and it might continu-
ously emit some

"foul gases", officials
said. Some people
were also "instigat-
ing" the villagers that
they have to leave
their places and their
agricultural lands
would be completely
"spoiled with chemi-
cals" if the project
came up.However,
it is a renewable ener-
gy project, and there
is no likelihood of
such a thing, but the
villagers have their
own apprehensions,
officials  said."The
crowd has been
dispersed and the sit-
uation is now peace-
ful,” a senior police
official told PTI,
adding cases will be
registered, and neces-
sary action will be
initiated.
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Nehru-Gandhi family surrendered Indian
interests, Rahul insulting armed forces: BJP

The Capital News
New Delhi, Jun 4: Th
e BJP on Wednesday
accused Rahul Gandhi
of insulting the armed
forces with his "surren
der" barb at Prime Min
ister Narendra Modi,
saying that it amount-
ed to undermining the
success of Operation
Sindoor and making an
allegation favouring
Pakistan that even the
neighbouring country
has not made.Gandhi's
jibes reflect a "'sick and
dangerous™ mindset, B
JP national spokesper-
son Sudhanshu Trivedi
said and claimed the
Congress leader had
surpassed even Pakista
n's army chief, prime
minister and the terror-
ist masterminds based
there in speaking in
support of their coun-

try.Citing a string of
historical development
s on the Congress watc
h, from India's division
to China and Pakistan
occupying parts of Indi
an territory to Gandhi
himself lamenting the
Western indifference
to the alleged democra
tic slide in India under
Modi, he said history
is full of such surren-
ders from the Nehru-G
andhi family and laud-
ed Prime Minister Mo
di as the "lion of moth-
er India"."Rahul Gand
hi and the Congress m
ay have a history of sur
render but Bharat will
never surrender before
anyone,” Trivedi said.
He also took a clear sw
ipe at US President Do
nald Trump, whose rep
eated claims of medi-
ating the stoppage of

military actions from
India and Pakistan
have given the opposi-
tion a handle to attack
the Modi government.
The BJP spokesperson
referred to Trump's rec
ent post about a con-
spiracy theory that his
predecessor Joe Biden
was killed in 2020 and
replaced by a robotic
clone."How much can
one trust ... | want to
ask even the US gov-
ernment as he made
the comment on his
official Truth Social

handle. It will be better
if Rahul Gandhi tells
us if he believes in th
is," he said, noting that
the Indian armed force
s and the Ministry of
External Affairs have
clarified numerous tim
es that there was no thi
rd party mediation.He
also mentioned how
during the presidential
campaign, Trump had
said that he once told
Modi he can "stop the
country (Pakistan) whi
ch has been annoying
India but the Indian

Probe ordered after death of

five patients at

The Capital News

T -\\‘(

Ilege Hospital in Cut

prime minister insist-
ed, 'No, no, we have
taught them lessons
several times. | will do
it"". Trivedi noted con-
troversial comments of
various leaders of the
opposition INDIA blo
¢, which met on Tuesd
ay and demanded a spe
cial session of Parliam
ent following Operati
on Sindoor, and claim
ed the alliance has
been unmasked."INDI
A is in their name but
Pakistan is in their hea
rt," he alleged.He said
Gandhi's comments ha
ve shown that he lack
ed the maturity and
seriousness expected
of the Leader of Oppos
ition.If the Congress
leader made these rem
arks on his own, then it
raises a serious ques-
tion over his loyalty, h

e said, adding that Ga
ndhi should consider
changing advisers if th
ey were behind it.Gand
hi had on Tuesday alle
ged at a Congress even
t in Bhopal that Modi
surrendered after a call
from US President Tru
mp during the India-
Pakistan military con-
flict.

"A call came from
Trump and Narendra ji
immediately surren-
dered - history is a wit-
ness, this is the charact
er of BJP-RSS, they al
ways bow down,” the
Leader of Opposition
in the Lok Sabha had
said.Hitting back, the
BJP said that "from
Doklam to Pahalgam”,
Gandhi "chose to stand
with forces opposed to
India’s political and
economic resurgence".

-

EX-MLA Shankar Malakar joins TMC,
Jolt to Congress in north Bengal

The Capital News
Kolkata, Jun 4: Form
er Congress MLA Sha
nkar Malakar joined
the Trinamool Congres
s (TMC) on Wednesda
y, dealing a blow to the
grand old party in the
northern part of West
Bengal, ahead of the
2026 assembly elec-
tions.Malakar, an infl
uential politician amon
g the Scheduled Caste
community in north
Bengal and a two-time
legislator from Matig
ara-Naxalbari between
2011 and 2021, switc
hed over to the TMC
in the presence of its
senior leaders Subrata

Bakshi and Aroop
Biswas.“l have decid-
ed to join the TMC as
this is the only party
which is fighting aga
inst the BJP and its
communal politics in
Bengal,” the former
Congress MLA told
reporters.Known for
his strong influence
among the Scheduled
Caste community in
north Bengal,
Malakar's move to join
the TMC is expected
to strengthen the
party's organisational
reach in the region,
where it has historical-
ly struggled to gain
ground.
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Koraput, Jun 4: Two
investigations were or
dered after five patie
nts died due to alleged
negligence at the state-
run Saheed Laxman
Nayak Medical Colleg
e and Hospital in
Odisha's Koraput, offi-
cials said on Wednesd
ay.Two men and three
women died on Tuesd
ay night within a short
span of time. Their fa
milies alleged that the
y were administered
injections, following
which they died.The
deceased persons were
identified as Shukra
Majhi, Rukuni Pentia,
Phulmati Majhi, Bhag
aban Parija and Bati
Khara.SLNMCH's sup
erintendent  Susanta
Kumar Sahu said a
departmental inquiry
has been ordered."We
have convened a meet-
ing of all departmental

heads. The patients wh
o0 died on Tuesday nig
ht were admitted to the
hospital in a critical
condition. Prima facie,
the deaths seem not to
have been caused by
any wrong injection.
However, we will inqu
ire into the allegatio
ns," he said.Sahu said
the patients in the ICU
were in a serious condi
tion and were adminis-
tered the injection to
control their dropping
blood pressure.He said
two of the five deceas
ed patients suffered
abdominal injuries, wh
ile another suffered fro
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Amaravati capital land pooling..
From Page |

Pradesh. He aF:o requested 2he government
should not expand the capital land pooling west-
ern side of Guntur- Amaravati Road. He further
said that the capital land pooling should not be
expanded particularly in the two areas in NTR
district side and Amaravati road. He recalled that
the entire area was once venue for hundreds of
kingdoms and historical temples. He said that
there is divine power with powerful yantras which
were enthralled in the particular area. Similarly
5900 years old Sri Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy
temple is there at Vedadri and 18 kilometres of
temple surrounding area also should be protected
without any pooling operations and projects. He
said that he predicted several times perfectly
about future things including election results. He
recalled that he explained many issues to then PM
PV Narasimha Rao, TDP founder NT Rama Rao.
Former MP Kavuri Sambasiva Rao and several
leaders are his close followers.

PM Modl to gnaq Urate...

rom Page
projects to be launched is the 272-km Udhampur-
Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL) proj-
ect.Constructed at a cost of around Rs 43,780
crore, it includes 36 tunnels (spanning 119 km)
and 943 bridges. The project establishes all-
weather, seamless rail connectivity between the
Kashmir Valley and the rest of the country aiming
to transform regional mobility and driving socio-
economic integration.In a major boost to last mile
connectivity especially in border areas, Modi will
lay the foundation stone and inaugurate various
road projects.The prime minister will also lay the
foundation stone of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Institute of Medical Excellence in Katra worth
over Rs 350 crore. It will be the first medical col-
lege in Reasi district contributing substantially to
the healthcare infrastructure in the region, it said.

m liver perforation."
We suspect they died
due to bleeding and
septicemia. The fourth
patient was being trea
ted for stage 4 cancer,
and the fifth was an ac
cident victim, who was
referred from Jeypor
e," he said.Director of
Medical Education an
d Training (DMET) Sa
ntosh Mishra also orde
red a separate inquiry
into the allegations.A
five-member team, c
omprising three docto
rs from MKCG Medi
cal College Hospital in
Berhampur and two
from SCB Medical Co

AP-Telangana face off...

tack, will probe the
allegations, he said."T
he team has been ask
ed to submit the report
by Thursday,” Mishra
said.The families of th
e deceased held a dem
onstration outside the
hospital, following wh
ich police were deplo
yed.The bodies were
handed over to the fam
ilies after post-mortem
examination."Each fa
mily was given a cheq
ue of Rs 10,000 from
the district Red Cross
fund.

Arrangements were
also made to tra nsport
the bodies to th e vil-
lages of the dece ased
patients,” a district
official said.Cong ress
legislature party leader
Rama Chandra Kadam
demanded Rs 25 lakh
each as compensation
for the families of the
deceased.

(From Page 1)

transformative move that will prevent an estimated 2,000 TMC of

New Delhi, Jun 4: Ex i

pressing concern over
the US' decisions affec
tin zg foreign students,
the Congress on Wedn
esday said China has
reacted strongly regar-
di ng their students but
Prime Minister Narend
ra Modi and External
Affairs Minister S Jais
hankar have remained
"totally quiet" on how
Indian students are bei
ng affected by the mov
es.Congress general s
ecretary in-charge com
munications Jairam Ra
mesh pointed out that
according to the Mini
stry of External Affairs
, approximately 3,37,6
30 Indian students w
ent to the USA for hi
gher studies in 2024 an
d about a third of the fo
reign students on Amer
ican campuses are fro
m India.This means th
at some three-and-a-ha

Godavari water from draining into the sea. Officials argue the proj-

ect would boost irrigation, benefit lakhs of farmers, and eventual-
ly become a self-financing model.A high-level AP delegation,
including finance secretary Piyush Kumar and irrigation advisor
Venkateswara Rao, recently presented the project's roadmap to
Union Finance Secretary Ajay Seth. The team explained the scope,
benefits, and financial viability of the mega project. According to
officials, the Centre has sought full documentation for further con-
sideration.Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu has personally
lobbied for the project in Delhi, asserting that it only utilises sur-
plus water currently going waste. He has also insisted that the proj-
ect will not harm Telangana, and may even offer mutual bene-
fits.Meanwhile, the opposition BRS in Telangana has intensified
its criticism of the Revanth Reddy government, accusing it of fail-
ing to stop Andhra Pradesh’s “aggressive push.” BRS leaders have
warned they may move the Supreme Court if the project pro-
ceeds.With both states hardening their stance, minister Uttam’s
remarks have taken the dispute to the next level, making it likely
that the Centre and possibly the courts will be drawn deeper into

the controversy.

Botsa collapses during YSRCP’....
(From Page 1

was addressing a gathering as part of t
‘Backstabbing Day’ protests. Botsa, who led a rally under the
scorching sun from the local petrol station to the Three Roads
Junction in Cheepurupalli, fainted while stepping onto a campaign
vehicle to speak. Party workers immediately rushed him to a near-
by hospital. Doctors later confirmed that his condition is stable.
The protest was held on the call of YSRCP president YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy to mark June 4, the anniversary of the 2024 election
results, as ‘Backstabbing Day.” The party alleges that the NDA
coalition government has failed to fulfil the key promises made
during the polls, including the "Super Six" schemes. Massive ral-
lies and protest meetings were held by YSRCP leaders and cadres
across Andhra Pradesh, demanding the immediate implementation

of poll assurances by the ruling alliance.

ze YSRCP’s Statewide

| e i
If lakh Indian families
invested their hard-ea
rned savings or borro
wed for the education
of their children in the
US, he said."These stu
dents, plus those who
went in earlier years,
face an uncertain futu
re. Large numbers of
students planning to go
in 2025 may never get
to see their aspirations
fulfilled," Ramesh said
on X."President Trump
has made his inten-
tions clear. China has
reacted strongly regard
ing Chinese students.
But not surprisingly,

A Historic Day In
Andhra Pradesh.
(From Page 1)

Capital English Daily, which
conducted its survey through a
panel of seasoned senior jour-
nalists, predicted an NDA victo-
ry with 145+ Assembly seats
and all 21 Lok Sabha seats.
Similarly, Jamin Rytu published
its forecast suggesting an NDA
win in 150+ Assembly seg-
ments. The KK Survey went
even further, boldly projecting
an NDA sweep with 160+
Assembly seats. In stark con-
trast, many high-profile national
and regional media houses and
survey agencies failed to cap-

ture the mood on the ground,
delivering projections that were

significantly off the mark. In the
end, it was The Capital, Jamin
Rytu, and KK Survey that
showcased not only journalistic
credibility but also a deep
understanding of the political
undercurrents shaping Andhra
Pradesh. This election result
reaffirms the unpredictability of
democratic
underscores the importance of
ground-level
expensive,

paigns. Most importantly, it
highlights the renewed trust of
the people in the NDA alliance,
while establishing June 4, 2024,
as a watershed moment in AP’s

outcomes and

insights  over
data-heavy cam-

political journey.

&

our PM and EAM have
kept totally quiet," he
said."They are complet
ely silent on President
Trump's claims on havi
ng Operation Sindoor
stopped after just four
days and they have not
said a word of concern
on how Indian students
and their families are
being affected badly
by President Trump's
actions,” Ramesh said,
slamming the govern-
ment.India last Thursd
ay said it expects the
US to consider visa ap
plications of Indian stu
dents on merit amid

the Trump administra-
tion halting new stude
nt visa interviews.The
changes effected by
the US in its visa regi
me have triggered wid
espread uncertainty
among students world-
wide, including in Ind
ia. There have been con
cerns among the stu-
dents planning to pur-
sue studies in the US
over the Trump admin-
istration’s plan to exp
and social media vetti
ng of student visa appl
icants.

The Congress la st
month had said it sta
nds in solidarity with
the thousands of India
n students being affect-
ed even as the Modi
government remains a
"mute spectator" to the
US president's "contin-
uing assaults" on uni-
versities and research
institutions.

Action against Jagan ...
(From Page 1)

irregularities of the previous government. No one
will be spared if a crime is proven,” he added. The
Chief Minister lashed out at what he called the
“Ganja batch” of the previous regime. “Th ey
committed crimes and now blame the govern-
ment. Earlier, criminals feared the government.
Now, they are emboldened and blame the system
even after committing wrongs,” he said. He urged
his ministers to work with greater efficiency and
focus on solving public issues. “You’ve per-
formed well over the past year. Now, review your
work and plan for the coming year. Whatever we
do must empower people,” he told the
Cabinet.Naidu said the Centre was responding
positively to Andhra Pradesh’s key irrigation
projects, particularly Polavaram and
Banakacherla. He said funding would come from
multiple sources, including the Centre, the State
government, the Asian Development Bank, and
the Hybrid Annuity Model. He reiterated that
delays in execution would increase project costs
and urged for speedy implementation.The Chief
Minister also instructed officials to finalise and
showcase the design plans for the upcoming
Quantum Valley project to Deputy CM Pawan
Kalyan. He said the government aims to roll out
the tech and innovation hub by January 2026.The
Cabinet approved several important decisions
during the meeting. These included land alloca-
tions and financial approvals under the APCRDA,
amnesty for 17 life convicts, and an amendment
to the law permitting women to work night shifts.
The government also plans to organise a yoga
event in Tirupati on June 15, inviting prominent
film celebrities. Naidu directed the tourism minis-
ter to extend personal invitations, and said he too
would invite some celebrities.Recalling the spirit
of the early 1980s, Naidu mentioned how in 1983,
party activists attended the first Mahanadu by
dyeing shirts in turmeric water. “This year’s
Mahanadu was also a success.
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Simhavahana Seva as part of annual Brahmotsavalu at Govindaraja swamy temple in Tirumala on Wednesday
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Trump administration revokes guidance requiring

hospitals to prowde emergency

Washington, Jun 4
(The Capital News)
The Trump administra-
tion announced on
Tuesday that it would
revoke guidance to the
nation's hospitals that
directed them to pro-
vide emergency abor-
tions for women when
they are necessary to
stabilise their medical
condition.That guid-
ance was issued to hos-
pitals in 2022, weeks
after the US Supreme
Court upended nation-
al abortion rights in the
US. It was an effort by
the Biden administra-
tion to preserve abor-
tion access for extreme
cases in which women
were experiencing
medical emergencies
and needed an abortion
to prevent organ loss
or severe haemorrhag-
ing, among other seri-
ous complications.The

Biden administration
had argued that hospi-
tals — including ones
in states with near-total
bans — needed to pro-
vide emergency abor-
tions under  the
Emergency Medical
Treatment and Active
Labor Act. That law
requires  emergency
rooms that receive
Medicare dollars to
provide an exam and
stabilising treatment
for all patients. Nearly
all emergency rooms
in the US rely on
Medicare funds. The
Trump administration
announced on Tuesday
that it would no longer
enforce that policy.
The move prompted
concerns from some
doctors and abortion
rights advocates that
women will not get
emergency abortions
in states with strict

wRHR
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Let doctors
save lives.
Protect EMTALA.

bans. "The '-‘Trump
Administration would
rather women die in

emergency rooms than

receive  life-saving
abortions,” Nancy Nor
thup, president and

CEO of the Center for
Reproductive Rights,
said in a statement. "In
pulling back guidance,
this administration is

feedmg the fear and
confusion that already
exists at hospitals in
every state where abor-
tion is banned. Hos
pitals need more guid-
ance, not less, to stop
them from turning
away patients experi-
encing pregnancy cri
ses."Anti-abortion
advocates, meanwhile,

Iran’s supreme leader criticises US proposal in
nuclear talks, but does not reject Idea of deal

Dubai, Jun 4 (The
Capital News) Iran's
supreme leader on
Wednesday criticised
an initial proposal from
the United States in
negotiations over Teh
ran's rapidly advancing
nuclear  programme,
though he stopped short
of entirely rejecting the
idea of agreement with
Washington.Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei descri
bed the US proposal as
“100 per cent against
the idea of 'we can',”
borrowing from an
Iranian  government
slogan.He also insisted
that Tehran needed to
keep its ability to
enrich uranium.“If we
had 100 nuclear power
plants while not having
enrichment, they are
not usable for us,”
Khamenei said. “If we
do not have enrich-

ment, then we should
extend our hand (beg-
ging) to the US.
”However, some nuc
lear power nations get
uranium from outside
suppliers.Details of the
American proposal
remain unclear after
five rounds of talks
between Iran and the
US.A report by the
news website AXios
outlined details of the
American proposal, the
details of which a US
official separately con-
firmed, include a possi-

Pak security forces kill 14
terrorists in tribal district
near Afghan border

Peshawar
(Pakistan), Jun 4
(The Capital News)
Security forces mo
wed down 14 terror-
ists in an intelligence-
based operation at a
tribal district border-
ing Afghanistan in
northwest Pakistan,
military media wing
said on Wednesday.
According to a state-
ment issued by the
Inter-Services Public
Relations, "On June
2-3, 2025, an intelli-
gence-based opera-
tion was conducted
by the security forces
in general area of

North
Waziristan district, on
a reported presence

Datta Khel,

of terrorists." The
troops raided a terror-
ist hideout in the area.
"After an intense
exchange of fire, 14
khwarij were sent to
hell,” the statement
said ."Sani tisation
operations are being
conducted to elimi-
nate any other terror-
ists found in the area.
The security forces of
Pakistan are deter-
mined to wipe out the
menace of sponsored
terrorism from the
country,” it added.

ble nuclear consortium

enriching uranium for
Iran and surrounding
nations. Whether Iran
would have to entirely
give up its enrichment
programme  remains
unclear, as Axios rep
orted that Iran would be
able to enrich uranium
up to 3 per cent purity
for some time.Reaching
a deal is one of the sev-
eral diplomatic priori-
ties being juggled by
US President Donald
Trump and his trusted
friend and Middle East

envoy Steve Witkoff.
An accord could see the
United States lift some
of its crushing econom-
ic sanctions on Iran in
exchange for it drasti-
cally limiting or ending
its enrichment of urani-
um.But a failure to get
a deal could see ten-
sions further spike in a
Middle East on edge
over the lIsrael-Hamas
war in the Gaza
Strip.Iran's economy,
long ailing, could enter
a free fall that could
worsen the simmering
unrest at home. Israel
or the US might carry
out  long-threatened
airstrikes targeting
Iranian nuclear facili-
ties. And Tehran may
decide to fully end its
cooperation with the
United Nations' nuclear
watchdog and rush
toward a bomb.

4
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praised the announce-
ment. Marjorie Dan
nenfelser, president of
SBA Pro-Life Ame
rica, said in a state-
ment that the Biden-
era policy had been a
way to expand abor-
tion access in states
where it was bann
ed."Democrats have
created confusion on

this fact to justify their
extremely unpopular
agenda for all-tri
mester abortion,” she
said. "In situations
where every minute
counts, their lies lead
to delayed care and put
women in needless,
unacceptable danger."
An Associated Press
investigation last year

—4F—>cCcm k

abortions

found that, even with
the Biden administra-
tion's guidance, dozens
of pregnant women
were being turned
away from emergency
rooms, including some
who needed emer-
gency abortions.The
Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Servi
ces, which provides
oversight of hospitals,
said in a statement
that it will continue
to enforce the federal
law "including for
identified emergency
medical  conditions
that place the health
of a pregnant woman
or her unborn child in
serious jeopardy."But

CMS  added that
it would also “rectify
any perceived legal

confusion and instabil-
ity created by the
former  administra-
tion's actions.”The

Biden administration

sued Idaho  over
its  abortion law
that initially only

allowed abortions to
save the life of the
mother. The federal
government had
argued before the
US Supreme Court
last year that Idaho's
law was in conflict
with the federal law,
which requires stabil-
ising treatment that
prevents a patient's
condition from wors-
ening.The us
Supreme Court issued
a procedural ruling in
the case last year that
left key questions
unanswered abo ut
whether doctors in
abortion-ban states can
terminate pregnancies
when a woman is at
risk of serious infec-
tion, organ loss or
haemorrhage.

Cologne starts its biggest evacuation
since 1945 to defuse WWII bombs

Cologne (Germany),
Jun 4 (The Capital
News): More than
20,000 residents were
being evacuated from
part of Cologne's city
centre on Wednesday as
specialists prepared to
defuse three unexplod-
ed US bombs from
World War 11 that were
unearthed earlier this
week.Even 80 years
after the end of the war,
unexploded bombs dr
opped during war time
air raids are frequently
found in Germany
.Disposing of them
sometimes entails lar
ge-scale precautionary
evacuations such as the
one on Wednesday,
though the location this
time was unusually
prominent and this is
Cologne's biggest evac-
uation since 1945.
There have been bigger

evacuations in other
cities.Authorities  on
Wednesday morning
started evacuating ab
out 20,500 residents
from an area within a
1,000-meter  (3,280-
foot) radius of the
bombs, which were dis-
covered on Monday
during preparatory w
ork for road construc-
tion. They were found
in the Deutz district,
just across the Rhine

River from Colognes
historic centre.As well
as homes, the area
includes 58 hotels, nine
schools, several muse-
ums and office build-
ings and the Mes
se/Deutz train station. It
also includes three
bridges across the
Rhine — among them
the heavily used Ho
henzollern railway bri
dge, which leads into
Cologne's central sta-

' [
tion and is being shut
during the defusal work
itself. Shipping on the
Rhine will also be sus-
pended.The plan is for
the bombs to be
defused during the
course of the day.
When exactly that
happens depends on
how long it takes
for authorities to be
sure that everyone is
out of the evacuation
zone.

South Korea's President Lee Jae-myung says he'll
bolster US-Japan ties, pursue talks with North

Seoul, Jun 4 (The
Capital News) South
Korea's new President
Lee Jae-myung vowed
Wednesday to restart
dormant talks with
North Korea and bol-
ster a trilateral partner-
ship with the US and
Japan, as he laid out
key policy goals for
his single, five-year
term.Lee, who rose
from childhood pover-
ty to become South
Korea's leading liberal
politician vowing to
fight inequality and
corruption, formally
began his term earlier
Wednesday, a day after
winning a snap elec-
tion that was triggered
in April by the removal
of then-President Yoon
Suk Yeol over his ill-
fated imposition of
martial law late last
year.In his inaugural
address at the National
Assembly, Lee said
that his government
will deal with potential
North Korean aggres-

sions with *“strong
deterrence” based on
the solid South Korea-
US military alliance.
But he said he would
“open a communica-
tion channel with
North  Korea and
establish peace on the
Korean Peninsula
through talks and
cooperation.”He said
he'll pursue pragmatic
diplomacy with neigh-
bouring countries and
boost trilateral Seoul-
Washington-Tokyo
cooperation based on
the robust  South
Korea-US  alliance.
"Through pragmatic
diplomacy based on
national interests, we
will turn the crisis
posed by the major
shift in global econom-
ic and security land-
scapes into an opportu-
nity to maximise our
national interests,” Lee
said.lt was unclear
whether Lee's election
would cause any
major, immediate shift

in South Korea's for-
eign policy. Lee, previ-
ously accused by crit-
ics of tilting toward

China and North
Korea and away from

the US and Japan, has
recently  repeatedly
stressed South Korea's
alliance with the US as
the foundation of its
foreign policy.The

toughest external chal-
lenges awaiting Lee
are  US President
Donald Trump's tariff
policy and North
Korea's  advancing
nuclear programme.
But experts earlier said
whoever becomes
president can't do
much to secure major
progress in  South
Korea's favour on
those issues.During his
inauguration speech,
Lee didn't directly
mention trade issues
with the US.Lee said
revitalising a slowing
domestic ~ economy
would be his top prior-
ity and that his govern-
ment would immedi-
ately launch an emer-
gency task force to
wage a “head-on bat-
tle” against the threats
of recession. He also
promised more aggres-
sive government spe
nding to help spur eco-
nomic activity.South
Korea's central bank
cut its key interest rate

and sharply lowered its
growth outlook for
2025 to 0.8 per cent, as
it moved to counter US
President Donald
Trump's tariff hikes
and weak domestic
demand worsened by
recent political tur-
moil.Lee's term began
immediately without
the usual two-month
transition period after
the National Election
Commission formally
confirmed his election
victory.In a telephone
call with Joint Chiefs
of Staff chairman Kim
Myung-soo, Lee asked
the military to closely
monitor North Korean
moves and maintain a
solid readiness based
on the combined South
Korea-US  military
alliance, according to
local TV footage.Lee
later visited the nation-
al cemetery in Seoul to
pay respects to late
Korean leaders, patri-
ots and war dead who
are buried there.
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RCB get Rs 20 crore for winning IPL 2025,
runners- up PBKS receive Rs 12.5 crore

Ahmedabad, Jun 4
(The Capital News)
Newly-crowned IPL
champions Royal Cha
llengers Bengaluru
have received Rs 20
crore for winning the
18th edition of the
league while runners-
up Punjab Kings got
richer by Rs 125
crore.RCB lifted their
maiden title in the
world's biggest T20
league by getting the
better of PBKS by six
runs in an exciting
summit  showdown
here on Tuesday, end-
ing a long wait of 18
years for the team as
well as its talisman
Virat  Kohli.Third-
Place finishers Mum
bai Indians earned Rs
7 crore for reaching
Qualifier 2, while the
fourth-placed Gujarat
Titans were given Rs
6.5 crore for playing
in the Eliminator.

Over the years, the
IPL prize money has
grown exponentially.
In the inaugural 2008
edition, the winning
side received Rs 4.8
crore, whereas the
runner-up team was
awarded Rs 2.4 crore.
DDCA wins 'Best
Pitch and Ground'
award. The Delhi
District Cricket
Association (DDCA)
has got the 'Best Pitch
and Ground' award
for the matches held

| at the Arun Jaltley |

Stadium. Besides the
recognition, DDCA
also got richer by Rs
50 lakh.The stadium
hosted seven matches
this season, all of
them being prelimi-
nary fixtures. DDCA
President Rohan Jai
tley expressed his
gratitude, stating,
"This award is a testa-
ment to the tireless
work of our curators,
staff, and manage-
ment. We are com-

mitted to maintaining
the highest standards
in cricket infrastruc-
ture."List of winners
with prize purse:
Winners RCB: Rs
20 crore.
Runners-up PBKS:
Rs 12.5 crore.

Third-placed
Mumbai Indians: Rs
7 crore

Fourth-placed
Gujarat Titans: Rs
6.5 crore.

India to open Women's Asia
Cup campalgn agalnst Thailand

Jun 4
(The Capital News)

New Delhi,

The Indian women's
hockey team will open
its Asia Cup campaign
against Thailand on
September 5 before
taking on defending
champions Japan and
Singapore, Hockey
India announced on
Wednesday. The Indian
team, which claimed
the bronze medal in the
previous edition, is
placed in Pool B along
Japan, Thailand and
Singapore while Pool A
consists of hosts China,
Korea, Malaysia, and
Chinese  Taipei.The
tournament is set to

take

Hangzhou, China, from
September 5 to 14 and
the winner will get a
direct qualification to
the 2026 World Cup.
India's second match
will be against Japan on
September 6, followed
by final Pool B contest
against Singapore on
September  8."Being
placed in Pool B along-
side defending champi-
ons Japan will test our
skills and character
from the very start.
However, facing them
in the pool stage will be
a great opportunity to
measure ourselves
early in the tourna-

place in

ment,” India captain
Salima Tete said."Our
focus will be on play-
ing smart, disciplined
hockey and taking it
one match at a time.
The ultimate goal is to
lift the trophy and earn
adirect spot in the 2026
women's FIH Hockey
World  Cup."Echoing
Salima's  sentiments,
vice-captain Navneet
Kaur said, "It will be
a challenging tourna-
ment with Asia's top
teams competing with
each other, but we see it
as a chance to bring out
our best right from the
first  whistle.""We've
been training with

intensity and purpose,
and we will aim to
execute our plans on
the field during the
tournament.  Playing
against Japan in the
group stage gives us
an early look at
high-pressure hockey,
which can only help us
grow stronger as a unit.
We're determined to
make this Asia Cup
campaign count and
make the country
proud.”India had won
the Asia Cup back in
2017, when  they
defeated China in the
final.According to the
format, the top two
teams from each pool
will advance to the
Super 4s Pool, where
each team will play one
match against each of
the other three teams.
The top two teams from
the Super 4s Pool will
qualify for the final,
while the third and
fourth placed teams
will compete in the
3rd/4th place match.
The bottom two teams
from Pool A and Pool B
will play classification
matches to determine
the 5th to 8th positions
in the tournament.

IPL champions RCB arrive In
Bengalu ru to rousmg welcome

Jun 4
(The Capital News)
The newly-crowned
IPL champions Royal
Challengers Bengal

Bengaluru,

uru team touched

base at the Garden
City on Wednesday
afternoon amid roar-
ing welcome from
waiting fans.En route
to Chief Minister

Siddaramaiah's office
at the Vidhana
Soudha here, the fans
assembled on both
sides of the road
cheered the tri-
umphant squad with
gusto.RCB had beat-
en Punjab Kings by
six runs in the IPL
final at Ahmedabad
on Tuesday to clinch
their maiden title in
18 years.After the
appointment with the
CM, the RCB players
will head to the M
Chinnaswamy
Stadium for a fan
engagement pro-
gramme.However,
the much-anticipated
open-top bus parade

from Vidhana Soudha
to the stadium might
not take place
because of traffic
congestion, as per a
tweet by the
Bengaluru  Traffic
Police.The rainy

weather in the city
too might have forced
the authorities to take
such a call, along
with the difficulty
they faced to contain
the crowd movement
last night after RCB's
victory.However, the
parade may still hap-
pen if the chief minis-
ter gives a special
permission, as the
open bus is parked
near his office.

Rhea

touch.

tude.

hea Chakraborty stepped out on
Ra quiet dirt trail, but her outfit

did all the talking. Dressed in a
fitted pink crop top with wrap-around
tie details and black cargo pants, she
effortlessly blended rugged with bold.
Her gold bangles and windswept hair
gave the whole look a raw, earthy

She didn’t need much to stand out. The
contrast between her sleek top and the
loose, utilitarian bottoms worked with-
out trying too hard. The choice of black}
boots was solid, practical, but with atti-
It’s a look that didn’t beg for
attention, yet didn’t escape it either.

What stood out more was the setting.
No red carpets, no city lights, just wild
green, open skies, and Rhea walking
down a dirt path like she owned the
scene. Her expressions stayed quiet, but je
her presence filled every frame.

Chakraborty
Brings Bangles
To The Boots
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Pawan to Resume ‘UBS’
Shoot with the Orlglnal Script!

fter a break since
September 2023,
Pawan Kalyan will

resume shooting for Ustaad

"Avengers:

Bhagat Singh starting June 12.
Earlier reports suggested the
film was a loose remake of
the Tamil hit Theri, but the mak-

Doomsday’

ers have now confirmed that
the remake idea has been
dropped. The film will follow
an original script approved
by Pawan Kalyan.This change
comes after the recent box
office performance of director
Harish Shankar’s Mr. Bachchan,
the Telugu remake of Raid
starring Ravi Teja, which
didn’t meet expectations. Taking
this into account, the team
decided to rework Ustaad
Bhagat Singh to offer a fresh
story.The next shooting sched-
ule will take place at Koti
Women’s College and an
aluminum factory, where key
scenes are planned.On another
note, Pawan Kalyan’s Hari Hara
Veera Mallu has been postponed
from its original June 12 release
date. The new release date will
be announced soon. Ustaad
Bhagat Singh is produced by
Mythri Movie Makers, with
music by Devi Sri Prasad.

The Most

Expensive Film In The World

ere is the most-expen-

sive film that is ever

made in the history of
cinema. Even if it out-earned
‘Jurassic Park’ and ‘Lord Of The
Rings’, it will be considered a
flop.*Avengers: Doomsday’ is
Marvel Cinematic Universe’s
(MCU) upcoming crossover
event film with an estimated
budget of one billion dol
lars.This huge sum of money
will be spent on visual effects
and star-studded cast. It is stated
that the salaries of the cast alone
may exceed $250 million.It is
reported that Marvel has spent
$8 million on its pre-production
alone. It is more than thrice what
was spent on ‘Ant-Man and the
Wasp: Quantumania’, which
eventually cost $388 million.So
far the most-expensive Holly
wood film “Star Wars: The Force

MARVEL STUI]II]S

Awakens’ (2015), which was
produced with $447 million.
Second most expensive film was
Avatar: The Way of Water”
(2022) which costed producers a
budget of $350-$460 million.
Next comes ‘Pirates of the
Caribbean: On Stranger Tides’
(2011). It was produced at the
cost of approximately $379 mil-
lion.Forbes magazine reported
that the per-week production
cost of ‘Avengers: Doomsday’ is
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twice as much as ‘Quantu
mania’. Experts are predicting
that the film could cost Marvel
Studios anything between $500-
600 million. This is much higher
than the production cost of ‘Star
Wars Episode 1X’, which cur-
rently holds the record with a
production cost of $447 million.
However, it is still unsure about
how Marvel Studios will end up
spending on this humongous
film project ever.



