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IN BRIEF

PM Narendra
Modi arrives in
Thailand to attend
BIMSTEC summit
Bangkok: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday
arrived in Thailan
d for a two-day vis
it to attend the sixt
h BIMSTEC sum-
mit, where he was
warmly received b
y the Deputy Prim
e Minister & Mini
ster of Transport S
uriya Jungrungrea
ngkit.During his
visit, (Cont.on P2)

Tariffs imposed by
US will 'completely
devastate' Indian
economy: Rahul
New Delhi:  Lead
er of Opposition R
ahul Gandhi on Th
ursday claimed th
at China had taken
over 4,000 square
kilometre of India
n territory and that
reciprocal tariffs o
r import duties im
posed by the US
would "completel
y devastate" the In
dian economy, as
he (Cont.on P3)

DMK to move
Supreme Court on
Waqf Bill passed in
Lok Sabha: Stalin

Chennai: Taking
strong exception
to the passage of t
he Waqf Bill in the
Lok Sabha, Tamil
Nadu Chief Minist
er and DMK pres-
ident M K Stalin
on Thursday said
his party would fil
e a case in the Sup
reme Court again
st the Bill.The C
M, who came to th
e (Cont.on P2)

PM Modi to relaunch Amaravati
capital project in April

Telangana HC posts hearing of
400-acre land case to April 7

Odisha lost Rs 864.45 crore mineral
revenue during 2015-22: CAG3 Musk could be headed for a Washington exit

after turbulent times at Trump's DOGE52 2
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The Capital News 
New Delhi, Apr 3:
The Supreme Court o
n Thursday reserved
its verdict on pleas ra
ising the issue of alle
ged delay by the Tela
ngana Assembly spea
ker in deciding on pet
itions seeking disqu
alification of some B
RS MLAs who had d
efected to the Congre
ss.A bench of Justices
B R Gavai and Augus
tine George Masih re
served the verdict af
ter hearing submissi
ons from the parti
es.While one of the
pleas has challenged
the November 2024 o

rder of the Telangana
High Court in a mat-
ter concerning petitio
ns seeking the disqua
lification of three BR
S MLAs, another pet
ition relates to the re
maining seven legis-
lators who defected.
A division bench of
the high court in Nov
ember (Cont.on P2)

SC reserves verdict on pleas
alleging delay by Telangana

Assembly speaker

The Capital News 
Amaravati, April 3:
Minister for IT and H
RD Nara Lokesh defe
nded the implementa-
tion of the controver-
sial "Red Book" poli-
cy, questioning wheth
er there was anything
wrong with the police
acting as per Red Boo
k and taking action ag
ainst those who vio-
lated the law. Referri
ng to its impact, he re
marked, "One person
had a heart attack, an
other broke his arm,
such is the effect of th
e Red Book." Lokesh
made these remarks o
n Thursday during the

Mana Illu - Mana Lo
kesh program in Und
avalli, Mangalagiri. A
s part of the initiative,
he personally handed
over the first permane
nt house patta in Un
davalli to Rajahmun
dry Govindu and Seet
ha Mahalakshmi. Ho
using for the Poor, En
d of Demolitions Em

phasizing his govern-
ment’s commitment t
o empowering the po
or, Lokesh stated that
the era of demolitions
in Andhra Pradesh w
as over. He highlight-
ed that the NDA coali
tion government, wit
hin just 10 months of
taking office, had ini-
tiated (Cont.on P5)

Lokesh defends Red Book,
whats wrong with police action

The Capital News 
Amaravati, April 3:
The Andhra Pradesh
Cabinet, chaired by C
hief Minister N Chan
drababu Naidu, has
approved the separati
on of AP Drone Cor
poration (APDC) fro
m AP Fibernet Limit
ed, making it an inde-
pendent entity. APDC
will now serve as the
nodal agency for all
drone-related initia-
tives in the State. The
Cabinet also approve
d the establishment of
a captive port at D.El
apuram in Anakapalle
district. Another key
decision included the

reduction of bar licen
se fees for three-star a
nd above hotels, low-
ering the fee to Rs 25
lakh. The meeting als
o ratified the Youth
and Tourism Departm
ent’s G.O.and provid-

ed a government guar
antee for a Rs 710 cro
re HUDCO loan. Add
itionally, the Cabinet
gave the green light t
o the AP Media Accre
ditation Rules-2025
and the construction

of a retaining wall for
the Nagarjunasagar L
eft Branch Canal. The
government has also
approved the forma-
tion of Jalaharati Cor
poration, which will 
(Cont.on P5)

AP Cabinet approves Drone Corporation as independent entity
 Streamlining outsourcing jobs
Accused YSRCP of maligning govt in pastor Praveen case 

Senior officials to stay
in villages: CM Naidu

Myanmar
earthquake
death toll rises
to 3,085 as more

bodies found
Bangkok: The d
eath toll from the
massive earthqua
ke that hit Myan
mar nearly a wee
k ago rose Thurs
day to 3,085 as m
ore bodies were
found by search
and rescue team
s, the military-le
d government sai
d.In a short state-
ment, the milita
ry (Cont.on P5)

The Capital News 
Vijayawada, Apr 3:
The India Meteorolog
ical Department on T
hursday forecast thun
derstorms accompa-
nied by lightning in
parts of Andhra Prad
esh for three days, fro
m April 3 to 5.It pre-
dicted thunderstorms
at isolated places in
North Coastal Andhra
Pradesh (NCAP), Yan
am, South Coastal An
dhra Pradesh (SCA
P), and Rayalasee
ma."Gusty winds wi
th speeds of up to 40-
50 km per hour are
likely at isolated plac
es over NCAP, Yana
m, SCAP, and Raya
laseema. Maximum

temperatures are expe
cted to drop by two to
three degrees Celsius
in Rayalaseema," the
Met Department said
in a press release, for
ecasting weather con-
ditions for Thursday
and Friday.It predict-
ed similar weather for
Saturday but said the
maximum tempera-
tures could rise by
two to three degrees

Celsius over NCAP,
Yanam, and SCAP.Ac
cording to IMD, a tro
ugh in the easterlies
extends from South
Interior Karnataka to
Southwest Madhya
Pradesh across the
cyclonic circulation
over Marathwada at
0.9 km above mean
sea level.Additionall
y, an upper air cyclon
ic circulation lies ov
er North Coastal And
hra Pradesh and adjoi
ning South Odisha at
0.9 km above mean
sea level.Earlier, the
Andhra Pradesh State
Disaster Management
Authority (APSDM
A) forecast scattered 
(Cont.on P3)

 Lokesh distributes house pattas in MangalagiriThe Capital News 
Hyderabad, Apr 3:
The University of Hy
derabad Students Uni
on on Thursday bega
n a relay hunger strik
e against the Telanga
na government's plan
s to develop the 400-
acre land parcel bor-
dering the varsity lan
d and set up an IT pa
rk there.The relay hu
nger strike was kicke
d off at the main gate
of the varsity with the
demand to stop the 'b
ulldozing of trees' on
the site, removal of ea
rth-moving machin-
ery and withdrawal of

policemen from the
campus, UoHSU Vic
e President Akash Ku
mar said.The boycott
of classes is also con-
tinuing though it is
voluntary, he said.Th
e UoHSU and other u
nions and parties alig
ned with it have launc
hed an indefinite prot

est and announced a
boycott of classes fro
m April 1 in support
of their demands.The
UoHSU representati
ves on Wednesday m
et Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan in Delhi and
sought the Ministry's 
(Cont.on P5)

UoH Students Union begins relay hunger
strike demanding halt to ''bulldozing of trees''

Thunderstorms, gusty winds
likely in Andhra for three days

Centre seeks report from Telangana 
on felling of trees in Gachibowli forest 2

Waqf amendment
bill assault on
Constitution: Sonia
New Delhi: Congress
Parliamentary Party
chairperson Sonia Ga
ndhi on Thursday ter
med the Waqf (Amen
dment) Bill as a "braz
en assault" on the Co
nstitution, saying it
was part of the BJP's
strategy to keep soci-
ety in a state of "per-
manent polarisation".
Hours after the Lok S
abha passed the Waqf
amendment bill, Gan
dhi said the bill was 
(Cont.on P3)

Lok Sabha
passes Waqf
(Amendmen
t) Bill, 2025

New Delhi:  The L
ok Sabha early Thu
rsday passed the
contentious Waqf
(Amendment) Bill,
2025, after over a
12-hour debate, wh
ich saw the ruling
NDA strongly defe
nding the legislati
on as beneficial for
minorities, while th
e opposition descri
bing it as "anti-Mus
lim".The Bill was p
assed (Cont.on P3)

All-India
Muslim Jamaat
welcomes pas-
sage of Waqf

Bill in LS
Bareilly (UP): The
national president of
All-India Muslim Ja
maat, Maulana Shaha
buddin Razvi Barel
vi, on Thursday wel-
comed the passage of
the Waqf (Amendme
nt) Bill, 2025, in the
Lok Sabha, express-
ing hope that it will b
ring significant econo
mic relief to the unde
rprivileged Muslim
s."I extend my gratitu
de (Cont.on P3)

Disqualification row

The Capital News 
Anantapur, April 3:
Raptadu MLA Parita
la Sunitha has made
sensational allegation
s against former Chie
f Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy’s invol
vement in her husba
nd Paritala Ravi’s mu
rder. She stated that
the CBI had question
ed Jagan in the past a
nd urged those discus
sing the TV bomb to
also address the car
and suitcase bombs

cases. She accused th
e Topudurthi brothers
of reigniting factional
conflicts for personal
gain, dragging the fa
milies of Obul Reddy
and Maddelacheruvu
Suri into their agend
a. Sunitha appealed
to Gangula Bhanuma
thi and Kanumukkala
Uma to avoid getting
entangled in this con-
spiracy, emphasizing
that their families had
suffered enough. Reg
arding (Cont.on P5)

YS Jagan not to disturb peace in
Rayalaseema villages: Paritala Sunitha
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DMK to move
Supreme Court on

(From Page 1)
Assembly wearing
a black badge to
protest against the
passing of the Bill,
said adopting the
amendment at 2 am
"at the behest of a
few allies" despite
the opposition of
the majority parties
in India, "is an
attack on the struc-
ture of the
Constitution.""This
is an act that dis-
turbs religious har-
mony. To highlight
this, we are partici-
pating in today's
Assembly proceed-
ings wearing black
badges," the chief
minister told the
House."I would
like to inform you
that a case will be
filed in the
Supreme Court on
behalf of the
Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK)
against this contro-
versial amendment.
Tamil Nadu will
fight against the
Union govern-
ment's law which
destroys the auton-
omy of the Waqf
Board and threat-
ens the minority
Muslim popula-
tion," Stalin said
amidst thumping of
desk by the
Treasury.He point-
ed out that the state
Assembly had
already passed a
resolution House
on March 27,
against the pro-
posed amendment
as it would serious-
ly affect the reli-
gious harmony of
India besides the
minority Muslim
community.He said
it was highly con-
demnable that the
amendment of the
Waqf Act has been
passed in the Lok
Sabha despite 232
MPs voting against
it and this was not
an ordinary num-
ber, and the number
may increase. Only
288 members voted
in its favour, he
said.

The Capital News 
Amaravati, Apr 3:
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Secretary K Vijaya
nand has announced
that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will
relaunch the construc-
tion of the Amaravati
greenfield capital city
in April, resuming
projects worth approx-
imately Rs 1 lakh
crore. Capital Region
D e v e l o p m e n t
Authority (CRDA)
Commissioner K
Kanna Babu shared
these details during a
meeting with a
Singapore government
delegation at the
Secretariat. "Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi will visit this
month (April) to
restart the construction
of Capital Amaravati,"
Vijayanand stated in
an official release,

requesting the
Singapore government
to extend its support
for the project, as it did
previously. The
Singapore delegation
also met CRDA and
Municipal Department
officials today to dis-
cuss various matters.
The Southeast Asian
city-state was a key

partner in the develop-
ment of Amaravati
greenfield capital
between 2014 and
2019. According to the
Chief Secretary, there
is no shortage of funds
for Amaravati, as the
state has secured sub-
stantial financial back-
ing from institutions
such as the World

Bank, HUDCO, and
the Asian
Development Bank
(ADB). In a presenta-
tion to the Singapore
delegation, Kanna
Babu highlighted that
the state government is
making rapid progress
in developing
Amaravati over a 217
sq km area. As part of

this initiative, signifi-
cant funds have been
raised for constructing
the Amaravati govern-
ment complex, multi-
ple trunk roads, and
other infrastructure
projects, for which
tenders have already
been invited, he said.
"The Prime Minister
will relaunch works
worth approximately
Rs 1 lakh crore, lay the
foundation stone for
various projects, and
inaugurate several
developmental proj-
ects this month," he
added. Singapore gov-
ernment representative
Francis Chong assured
that efforts would be
made to collaborate
with the Andhra
Pradesh government to
revive the partnership
for Amaravati’s con-
struction, as in the
past, the release stated.

The Capital News 
Hyderabad, Apr 3:
The Telangana High
Court on Thursday
posted to April 7, the
hearing in the case
pertaining to the dis-
pute over a 400-acre
land parcel adjacent to
the University of
Hyderabad (UoH)
here.On Wednesday,
the HC directed the
state government to
halt all work on the
land parcel for a day,
until today.When the
petitions were heard
today, the petitioners’
counsels informed the
court about the
Supreme Court’s
directive to the
Telangana Chief
Secretary, instructing
that no trees be felled
in the Kancha
Gachibowli forest
area until further
orders from the Apex
Court.Senior counsel
Abhishek Singhvi,

representing the state
government, informed
the court that
Telangana expects Rs
50,000 crore in invest-
ments, creating job
opportunities for five
lakh people, following
the development of
the 400-acre land.The
High Court also
directed the state gov-
ernment to file its
replies, including an
interlocutory applica-
tion filed by senior
advocate S Niranjana
Reddy, which stated
that a UoH student
attempting to take pic-
tures at the disputed
site was detained by
the police.Telangana's
plans to develop IT
infrastructure on the
400-acre land have
sparked protests from
UoH student groups,
while both the BJP
and BRS oppose the
state government's
move.

The Capital News 
Hyderabad, Apr 3:
The reported offer by
the banned CPI
(Maoist) seeking a
'ceasefire' with pre-
conditions appears to
be a tactical move by
the rebels to save their
cadres in light of the
heavy casualties suf-
fered in recent times, a
senior Telangana
Police official said on
Thursday.The police
official stated that they
would verify the
authenticity of the
statement attributed to
the outlawed CPI
(Maoist), which was
circulated on social
media on Wednesday.
The statement set pre-
conditions for a cease-
fire, including halting
anti-Naxal operations
and stopping the estab-
lishment of new secu-
rity force camps.The
banned group, which
has been experiencing
a decline in its ranks
due to heavy casualties
in frequent encounters
with security forces,
has called on the cen-
tral and state govern-
ments to create a con-
ducive environment
for peace talks. Dated
March 28, 2025, the
statement purportedly
issued by Abhay, a
spokesperson for the
Maoists’ Central
Committee, surfaced
two days ahead of
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah's scheduled

visit to Chhattisgarh.
Reacting to the pur-
ported Maoist state-
ment, a top Telangana
Police official told
PTI, "This may just be
a tactical move, as
they have suffered too
many losses in opera-
tions against left-wing
extremism in Chhatti
sgarh, Maharashtra,
and Madhya Pradesh.
So, this could be an
attempt to save their
cadres."He dismissed
the ceasefire call as a
mere ploy, question-
ing, "If they are now
talking about a cease-
fire, why have they
been killing people in
the name of informers
all these years?"The
police official empha-
sised that the Maoists
have continued to tar-
get innocent people
and attack police
forces for years,
adding, "How have
they suddenly devel-
oped an interest in a
ceasefire?""It seems
they (Maoists) issued
the statement from
Chhattisgarh," he said,
adding that Telangana
Police will also verify
its authenticity.The
Maoists' press note,
originally released in
Telugu, claimed that

the central and state
governments had
jointly launched
'Operation Kagar'
against what they
termed a "revolution-
ary movement".
According to the state-
ment, counter-insur-
gency operations have
intensified, particular-
ly in Chhattisgarh,
resulting in the deaths
of more than 400
Maoists over the past
15 months. The state-
ment also alleged that
several civilians had
been "unlawfully
detained". "We are
always ready for peace
talks in the interest of
the people. Therefore,
we urge the central and
state governments to
create a positive
atmosphere for dia-
logue," the statement
said. It further added,
"The government
should halt the killings
carried out under the
guise of anti-Naxal
operations in
C h h a t t i s g a r h ,
M a h a r a s h t r a
(Gadchiroli), Odisha,
Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, and
Telangana, and stop
setting up new security
camps. If the central
and state governments

respond positively to
our demands, we will
immediately declare a
ceasefire."The Maoists
also appealed to intel-
lectuals, human rights
organisations, journal-
ists, students, tribals,
and environmental
activists to pressure
the government into
initiating peace talks
and launching a
nationwide campaign
in support of negotia-
tions.The Telangana
police had earlier stat-
ed that they success-
fully countered the
CPI (Maoist)’s
attempts to form small
action teams and com-
mit offences in the
state.This resulted in
four exchanges of fire
(EoF) in 2024, leading
to the neutralisation of
14 extremists and the
seizure of 24 firearms.
Additionally, 85 rebels
were arrested, and 41
CPI (Maoist) cadres
surrendered.Police
also accused the
Maoists of conspiring
in the killing of two
men in Mulugu dis-
trict, Telangana, in
November last year on
suspicion of being
police informers.In
August, a 24-year-old
female Maoist cadre
was allegedly killed by
her own group in
B h a d r a d r i
Kothagudem district
of Telangana, after
being accused of being
a police informer.

PM Modi to relaunch Amaravati capital
project in April: Andhra Chief Secretary

Telangana HC posts hearing of
400-acre land case to April 7

The Capital News 
Amaravati, April 3:
The Andhra Pradesh
High Court on
Wednesday dismissed
the anticipatory bail
petition filed by
YSRCP MP Mithun
Reddy in connection
with the liquor irregu-
larities case. The CID
had registered the
case on September
23, prompting the MP
to approach the High
Court seeking relief.
Mithun Reddy had
filed a petition for
anticipatory bail and
a supplementary plea
for interim relief.
Arguments were
heard on March 24,
following which the
bench reserved its
verdict. Delivering its
ruling today, the court

rejected his plea.
The TDP has alleged
widespread irregular-
ities in the Excise
Department during
the YSRCP’s tenure,
accusing the previous
government of mis-
managing liquor sales
by directly running
retail outlets. After
the NDA coalition

assumed power, CID
officials registered a
case against Vasud
eva Reddy, the then
MD of AP Beverage
Corpora tion. The
allegations include
favoritism in award-
ing tenders, mishan-
dling of government
funds, and irregulari-
ties in liquor supply.

HC dismisses MP Mithun
Reddy’s anticipatory bail plea

CPI (Maoist) 'ceasefire' call could
be tactical move: Telangana police

Centre seeks report from
Telangana on felling of

trees in Gachibowli forest

Defence Ministry grants in
principle approval for

Adilabad airport in Telangana

(The Capital News)New Delhi, Apr 3: Environment
Minister Bhupendra Yadav on Thursday said the
Centre has sent a notice to Telangana government
seeking a factual report on alleged felling of trees on
the 400-acre land in Kancha Gachibowli forest area
near the University of Hyderabad (UoH)
campus.Replying during the Question Hour in Rajya
Sabha, the minister said, "In Hyderabad, a very unfor-
tunate incident has taken place. I fail to understand
what kind of enmity the state government has with
those trees and green area that they have to conduct
an operation during dark of the night.""The state gov-
ernment felled more than 400 trees. Wild species like
peacock are driven out and you can see that in videos
and photos," he said."We have sent a notice to the
chief secretary and we have also sought a factual
report. We will certainly take action on this matter,"
he noted.The minister was responding to a question
raised by BRS member Ravichandra Vaddiraju on
steps taken by the central government to secure the
green cover that is being razed by the state govern-
ment.On concerns about huge vacancies in Pollution
Control Boards raised by Fauzia Khan (NCP-SCP),
the minister said there are 11,562 vacancies both tech-
nical and scientific and all posts will be filled up by
month-end."We have given sanctions for these posts
and we have also decided by April 30 all posts will be
filled," he said.On airshed issue, Yadav said the cur-
rent government first recognised it. "In Delhi, we
came with the idea of CQM (Commission for Air
Quality Management) and gave it a legal status."

PM Narendra Modi ....(From Page 1)
he will hold talks with his Thai counterpart Paetongtarn Shinawatra."Landed in Bangkok, Thailand.
Looking forward to participating in the upcoming official engagements and strengthening the bonds of
cooperation between India and Thailand," Modi posted on X.Upon his arrival at the Don Mueang air-
port here, members of the Sikh community performed Bhangra."Special Maritime neighbours with
shared civilizational bonds. PM @narendramodilands in the vibrant cultural city of Bangkok on an
Official Visit. Warmly received by the Deputy PM & Minister of Transport Mr. Suriya Jungrungreangkit
at the airport," Ministry of External Affairs Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal posted on X."Extensive dis-
cussions with PM Paetongtarn Shinawatra @ingshin & the 6th BIMSTEC Summit lie ahead," the post
read.After concluding Thailand visit, he will travel to Sri Lanka for his first visit to the island country
since the election of its new president.On Thursday evening, the Prime Minister will join the BIMSTEC
(Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) leaders from
Thailand, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Myanmar and Bhutan to oversee the signing of the Agreement
on Maritime Cooperation.

SC reserves verdict on ....(From Page 1)
last year said the Assembly speaker must decide the disq ualification petitions against the three ML As
within a "reasonable time".The divisi on bench's verdict ca me on the appeals ag ainst the September 9,
2024, order of a sin gle judge.The single judge had directed the secretary of the Telangana Assembly to
place the petition seeking the disqualifications before the speaker for fixing a schedule of hearing with-
in four weeks.

Hyderabad, Apr 3
(The Capital
News) The Ministry
of Defence has
granted in-principle
approval for civil
aircraft operations
at Adilabad airfield,
originally estab-
lished during the
Nizam era.In a letter
to the Telangana
government, the
MoD stated that the
Indian Air Force
(IAF) plans to set up
a training establish-
ment at the location
in the future.
“However, the IAF
has considered the
request and agreed
in principle to the
Telangana govern-
ment's proposal for
civil aircraft opera-
tions from Adilabad
airfield,” the letter
read.The IAF sug-
gested that the air-
field be developed
as a joint-use facili-
ty, with the Airports
Authority of India
(AAI) acquiring

adjacent land for a
civil terminal, air-
craft parking apron,
and other infrastruc-
ture. The AAI may
be required to sub-
mit a detailed pro-
posal for an NOC
from the IAF, the
letter added.This is
the second airport
approved by the
Centre since the
Congress govern-
ment took office in
the state in
D e c e m b e r
2 0 2 3 . Te l a n g a n a
Minister Komat
ireddy Venkat Red
dy thanked Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi and Union
Civil Aviation Mini
ster K Ram Mohan
Naidu for granting
permission. He
expressed satisfac-
tion over securing
approval for Adil
abad Airport, fol-
lowing a similar nod
for Mamnoor
Airport in Warangal
in February.
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The Capital News
New Delhi, Apr 3:
The Supreme Court on
Thursday said the high
court would dec ide
wh ether the elected
gram panchayat mem-
bers, whose five-year
tenure was over in
Manipur, were ent
itled to contin ue in
their posts in the event
of the appointm ent of
an administrati ve
committee or an ad
ministrator.A bench of
Justices Surya Kan t
and N Kotiswar Sin gh
said it would like to ha
ve the benefit of the vi
ew of the high court in
the matter and set a th
ree-month time frame
to adjudicate the legal
question."The questio
n that falls for consid-
eration in this case is
that whether the elect-

ed member of the Gra
m Panchayat whose
five-year tenure is over
was entitled to contin-
ue as members of the
gram panchayat in the
event of appointment
of administrative com-
mittee or administrato
r, as contemplated und
er Section 22 of the M
anipur Panchayati Raj
Act of 1994," the benc
h noted.The Manipur
government’s counsel
said the state could not
hold panchayat elec-
tions due to the unpre
cedented violence." Si
nce, we would like to
have the advantage of
the opinion of the high
court, we dispose of th
e special leave petition
without expressing an
y opinion on merits, w
ith the request to the
chief justice of Manip

ur High Court to post
the main case before a
division bench at the
earliest. We further req
uest the division benc
h, before whom the ma
tter is listed, to provide
expeditious hearing wi
th an endeavour to res
olve the controversy
within three months,"
the bench said.The ben
ch noted that provision
of Manipur Panchayati
Raj Act was amended
to substitute the word
"cease" with the word
"continue" with respe

ct to the tenure of the
elected members of the
gram panchayat.T he
petitioners have chal-
lenged a high cou rt
order and submitted
that since elections in
gram panchayat could
not be held in Manipur
for various reasons, the
previously elected
members of the pan-
chayat were entitled to
continue as per the am
ended Section 22 (3)
of 1994 Act.Section 22
deals with the power
of deputy commission-

er to appoint an admin-
istrative committee or
an administrator for a
period of six months,
which will then over-
see the election.Sectio
n 22 (3) of the law says
once the administrati
ve committee or an ad
ministrator is appoint-
ed by the deputy com-
missioner, the elected
members of earlier gra
m panchayat shall ce
ase to exist.The top co
urt said what has been
challenged before it
was an interlocutory
order of the high court
and the main petition
in which the question
of law that had been
raised was still pend-
ing.The original peti-
tioners before the high
court were elected rep-
resentatives at the fifth
general elections for

gram panchayats and
the zilla parishads who
sought a direction to
continue in the office
beyond the period of
five years as stipulated
by law as elections
were last held in
2017.They sought to
continue as panchayat
members till the time
the state election com-
mission notified the
election for the sixth
general elections for
gram panchayats and
zilla parishads.On
February 29, last year,
the high court in its
interim order gave lib-
erty to Manipur gov-
ernment to appoint an
administrative com-
mittee for each gram
panchayat and zilla
parishad in accordance
with law and the provi-
sion of the Act.

The Capital News
Manipal, Apr 3: Aca
demy of Higher Educ
ation (MAHE) has
taken a significant ste
p in advancing med-
ical education and m
aternal healthcare wit
h the introduction of
Asia’s first Mama An
ne High-Fidelity Birt
hing Simulator at Ka
sturba Medical Colle
ge, Manipal. Develop
ed by the global healt
hcare simulation lea
der Laerdal, this stat
e-of-the-art simulator
is designed to provide
unparalleled hands-
on training for health-
care professionals in
obstetric care and ma
ternal resuscitation.
The unveiling of the
simulator marks a
milestone in medical
education and rein-
forces MAHE’s com-
mitment to innova-
tion, quality training,
and improved patient

care.The official lau
nch was led by Prof.
Dr. Padmaraj Hegde,
Dean, Kasturba Medi
cal College, Manipal,
in the Division of Ad
vanced Healthcare
Simulation. A specia
lized Training-of-Trai
ners (ToT) program
was conducted in col-
laboration with Laer
dal’s technology expe
rts, equipping faculty
members from KMC
Manipal, KMC Man
galore, and Manipal
College of Nursing
(MCON) with advanc
ed skills in maternal h
ealthcare simulation.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Prof. Dr. Padma
raj Hegde said, “The
introduction of the M
ama Anne Simulator
at KMC Manipal sho
wcase a transforma-
tive moment in mate
rnal healthcare educa-
tion. By including hig
h-fidelity simulation

into our curriculum,
we are equipping futu
re healthcare profes-
sionals with critical
hands-on experience
that will translate into
better patient care and
improved maternal he
alth outcomes.”With
this outstanding inst
allation, KMC Manip
al and MAHE show-
case the dedication to
lead in advanced heal
thcare simulation, fos
tering excellence in
medical training and
setting new standards
in maternal health-
care education across
the country setting a
benchmark in obstet-
ric training, ensuring

improved clinical out
comes and safer chil
dbirth experiences.A
bout the Division of
Advanced Healthcare
SimulationThe Divis
ion of Advanced Hea
lthcare Simulation at
Kasturba Medical Co
llege, Manipal, is a
cutting-edge facility
dedicated to advanc
ed surgical training
and assessment using
high-fidelity simula-
tors. The division off
ers high-end training
programs tailored for
postgraduates, regis-
trars, fellows, and fa
culty members in sur-
gical specialties. It is
an integral part of the
renowned Medical
Simulation Centre an
d the Clinical Skills L
ab, which together sp
an over 10,000 square
feet and form a com-
prehensive hub for
healthcare skills and
simulation training.

The Capital News
Bhubaneswar, Apr
3: The Odisha gov-
ernment has "lost rev-
enue of Rs 864.45
crore" from minor m
ineral sources during
the financial years 20
15-16 to 2021-22, the
Comptroller and Aud
itor General of India
(CAG) said in its lat-
est report.In its audit
report on collection
of revenue from mi
nor minerals, the CA
G said the govern-
ment failed to collect
Rs 864.45 crore towa
rds the District Mine
ral Fund (DMF) and
Environment Mana
gement Fund (EMF)
on royalty from min
or minerals supplied
by contractors and us
ed in public projects
without valid transit
passes amounting to
Rs 4,624.58 crore.T

he authorities in
charge of public proj-
ects deducted royalty
amounting to Rs 4,62
4.58 crore from the
bills of contractors or
project executants du
e to non-production
of valid transit passes
and purchase receipts
in support of procure-
ment from authorised
sources.A total of Rs
885.70 crore towards
DMF and EMF on
royalty was to be

realised in the state,
during 2016-22. How
ever, the authorities
in charge of public
projects in 14 districts
had realised only Rs
21.25 crore, against
Rs 399.91 crore, the
CAG said.The author
ities in charge of pub-
lic projects in the
remaining 16 districts
had not collected any
additional charge to
wards DMF and EM
F. It was estimated

that Rs 485.79 crore
should have been col-
lected on royalty de
ducted from the bills
of contractors.So, it
had resulted in short/
non-collection of mi
neral revenue of Rs
864.45 crore, in the
state, the CAG report
said.The CAG pulled
up tahsildars for the
loss of revenue. The
tahsildars had neither
obtained information
on the quantities of
different category-wi
se minor minerals sup
plied by contractors a
nd used in public pro
jects without valid tra
nsit passes, nor had th
ey raised the demand
for payment of addi-
tional charges (DMF
and EMF) on royalty
so deducted from th
eir bills, along with th
e cost of minerals so
used, the report said.

The Capital News
Guwahati, Apr 3: Fiv
e infiltrators from Ban
gladesh have been app
rehended and deport-
ed from Assam's Sribh
umi district on Thurs
day, Chief Minister Hi
manta Biswa Sarma
said."In a strong and
decisive move against
infiltration, @sribhu-
mipolice apprehended
5 Bangladeshi nation-
als and pushed them b
ack across the borde
r", the Chief Minister
posted on 'X'.The infil
trators have been iden
tified as Md Iman Mir
a, Md Naim Ahmed,
Miyazaki Muhammad
Rasel, Abdul Kalam
Miya and Md Munna.

The CM also praised
Assam Police for the
"great work".

Sarma h ad
earlier claimed that
over 320 infiltrators h
ad been deported over
the last seven months
and the state governm
ent was committed to
an infiltration-free As
sam.The BSF has inte
nsified its vigil along
the 1885-km Indo-Ba
ngladesh border in the
Northeast since distu
rbances began in Ban
gladesh last year.Assa
m Police is also main-
taining high alert alon
g the border to ensure
that no person can
enter the state illegal-
ly, an official said.

MAHE Introduces Asia's First Mama Anne High-
Fidelity Birthing Simulator at KMC, Manipal Odisha lost Rs 864.45 crore mineral

revenue during 2015-22: CAG

Five infiltrators from Bangladesh
apprehended in Assam, deported

HC to decide if gram panchayat members
can continue in Manipur post tenure: SC

Waqf amendment bill ...(From Page
1)

"bulldozed" through i n the lower house.Ad
dressing party MPs at a meeting of the Con
gress Parliamentary Party in Samvidhan Sadan
here, she also said that the One Nation, One
Election Bill is another subversion of the
Constitution and the party would strongly
oppose it."Yesterday, the Wakf Amendment
Bill, 2024 was passed in the Lok Sabha and
today it is scheduled to come up in the Rajya
Sabha. The bill was in effect bulldozed
through. Our party's position is clear. The Bill
is a brazen assault on the Constitution itself. It
is very much part of the BJP's deliberate strate-
gy to keep our society in a state of permanent
polarization," Gandhi said.The former
Congress president also said their plea for the
immediate implementation of the women's
reservation bill passed by both Houses two
years back continues to be wilfully ignored
along with the other demand for one-third
reservation for women belonging to scheduled
castes, scheduled tribes and OBC communities.

Lok Sabha passes ...
(From Page 1)

after all amendments moved by the opposition
members were rejected by voice votes. It was
passed after division of votes -- 288 in favour
and 232 against.In his reply to the debate,
Union Minorities Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
said there is no place in the world safer than
India for minorities and they are safe because
the majority is entirely secular.He said even
minuscule minority communities like the
Parsis are safe in India and all minorities here
live with pride."Some members have said that
minorities are not safe in India. This statement
is completely false. There is no place safer than
India for minorities. I am also a minority and
we all are living here without any fear and with
pride," he said after the debate on the Bill.

Tariffs imposed by US will...(From Page 1)
demanded answers from the government over these
issues.Speaking during the Zero Hour in the Lok
Sabha, Gandhi slammed the government over the cel-
ebration of the 75th anniversary of diplomatic ties by
India and China."China is sitting on 4,000 square
kilometre of our territory. I was shocked some time
back to see that our foreign secretary (Vikram Misri)
was cutting a cake with the Chinese ambassador. The
question is -- what exactly is happening to this territo-
ry of 4,000 sq km that China has taken?" the former
Congress president said.Referring to the Galwan inci-
dent, Gandhi said 20 jawans were martyred in
2020."There is a celebration taking place over their
martyrdom by cutting a cake. We are not against nor-
malcy but there should be status quo before that. We
should get our land back. It has also come to my notice
that the President and the Prime Minister have written
to the Chinese," he said."We are not finding this out
from our own people, it is the Chinese ambassador
who is telling the people of India that the PM and the
President have written to them," Gandhi said.He said
foreign policy is about managing the external coun-
tries and pointed out that on one hand, "you have
given China 4,000 sq km of our land", and on the other
hand our ally US has suddenly decided to impose tar-
iffs on us.He said the tariffs imposed by the US are
going to "completely devastate" the Indian economy,
particularly sectors like the auto industry, pharmaceu-
ticals and agriculture."Somebody once asked Indira
Gandhi ji-- 'In the matter of foreign policy you lean
left or you lean right', and Indira Gandhi ji answered 'I
don't lean left or right, I stand straight. I am Indian and
I stand straight'. T"The BJP and the RSS have a dif-
ferent philosophy, when they are asked whether they
lean left or the right, they say 'no, no, no, we bow our
head in front of every foreigner that comes in front of
us. This is something that is in their culture, in their
history, we know that," Gandhi said.He said the gov-
ernment of India must give answers as to "what is it
doing about our land and about these tariffs that our
ally has imposed on us".The US has announced 27 per
cent reciprocal tariffs on India, saying New Delhi
imposes high import duties on American goods.

All-India Muslim ...(From Page 1)
to all the Lok Sabha members who voted in favour of
the Bill, and congratulate the government of India for
taking this commendable step," Razvi said in a state-
ment. He also said the proposed amendments would
curb the alleged irregularities in Waqf properties,
which, according to him, were previously being mis-
used by vested interests in collusion with land
mafias."The original intent of Waqf was to support
the poor, weak, and the orphans. But its revenues
were instead being pocketed by a select few. Now,
with this Bill, we hope to see positive changes and
economic upliftment of the underprivileged
Muslims," Rizvi added.Expressing confidence that
the Bill would be passed in the Rajya Sabha as well,
Razvi said it marked a crucial step in addressing cor-
ruption and ensuring that Waqf resources serve their
intended purpose.The Lok Sabha early Thursday
passed the contentious Waqf (Amendment) Bill,
2025, after over 12 hours of debate, which saw the
ruling NDA strongly defending the legislation as
beneficial for minorities, while the opposition
described it as "anti-Muslim".The Bill was passed
with a 288-232 vote after all the amendments moved
by the opposition members were rejected by voice
votes.According to the Bill, Waqf tribunals will be
strengthened, a structured selection process will be
maintained, and a tenure will be fixed to ensure effi-
cient dispute resolution.As per the Bill, while Waqf
institutions' mandatory contribution to Waqf boards
is reduced from 7 per cent to 5 per cent, Waqf insti-
tutions earning over Rs 1 lakh will undergo audits by
state-sponsored auditors.Also, a centralised portal
will automate Waqf property management, improv-
ing efficiency and transparency.The Bill proposes
that practising Muslims (for at least five years) can
dedicate their property to the Waqf, restoring pre-
2013 rules.It also stipulates that women must receive
their inheritance before the Waqf declaration, with
special provisions for widows, divorced women and
orphans.An officer above the rank of collector will
investigate government properties claimed as Waqf,
as per the Bill.It also proposes that non-Muslim
members be included in the central and state Waqf
boards for inclusivity.

Thunderstorms, gusty
winds...

(From Page 1)
thunderstorms and light rainfall in parts of
the state on Thursday.Rain and thunder-
storms are expected in the Alluri Sitarama
Raju and Prakasam districts, as well as the
Rayalaseema region.Officials have advised
caution due to the risks associated with
lightning."Farmers and labourers should
remain vigilant and avoid open spaces,
trees, and poles, as thunderstorms and light-
ning pose a significant risk," APSDMA
Managing Director R Kurmanadh said in a
press release.According to APSDMA,
Madugula in Anakapalli district recorded a
maximum temperature of 39.4 degrees
Celsius on Wednesday, followed by 38.9
degrees Celsius in Duvvuru, YSR Kadapa
district.Similarly, Kothapalli in Nandyal
district, Kondapalli in NTR district, and
Amaravati in Palnadu district recorded tem-
peratures above 38 degrees Celsius.

Lok Sabha passes Coastal
Shipping Bill 2024

New Delhi, Apr 3 (The Capital News):
The Lok Sabha on Thursday cleared a bill
that seeks to regulate vessels engaged in
trade within the Indian coastal waters.The
Coastal Shipping Bill, 2024, was passed in
the Lower House by voice vote.In his reply
to the debate on the Bill, Union Ports,
Shipping, and Waterways Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal termed it as a very
important legislation providing for a much-
needed exclusive, strategic and futuristic
law for optimal utilisation of nation's
immense, untapped potential in coastal
shipping.The minister had moved the Bill
for consideration and passage in the Lok
Sabha on Tuesday.
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Minister for HRD Nara Lokesh handing over house pattas to beneficiaries during his Mangalagiri tour on Thursday

TDP leaders paying tributes to senior leader and former NERGS director Peraiah at party central office in Mangalagiri on Thursday.

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu participating in State cabinet meeting along with his council of ministers at AP Secretariat on Thursday

Deputy Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan congratulating his brother
newly elected MLC Naga Babu during their meet on Thursday

The rank and file of TDP celebrating Waqf bill pass as victory 
at party office in Vijayawada on Thursday
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UoH Students Union begins...(From Page 1)
urgent and immediate intervention to addre ss alleged land
encroa chment at the UoH, al so known as Hyderab ad Central
University (HCU).Meanwhile, some activists of the ABVP
were on Thur sday detained by the police when they tried to
hold a protest in front of the UoH.A member of the ABVP
demanded that the government take back the decision to auction
400 acre of the land.Separately, the ABVP-affiliated students in
the university began a sit-in protest, Sai Nishanth, one of them,
said.The student groups and environmental activists have
voiced opposition to the proposal to undertake development
work at the site, citing ecological conservation concerns.SFI,
AISF and PDSU activists tried to hold a protest outside the state
secretariat here on Thursday and they were taken away by
police.BRS Working President K T Rama Rao on Thursday said
that his party, when it comes to power, would set up an eco park
in the 400 acres of land and preserve biodiversity."As soon as
we come back into office, in a matter of couple of years, we will
make the 400 acres of land at Kancha Gachibowli into a largest
eco park which will be accessible to the citizens and students of
Hyderabad Central University. We will preserve biodiversity,"
he told reporters.He claimed that none should buy the land if
auctioned by the government as his party would take back the
land after coming to power.The student groups' protests intensi-
fied on March 31 with the government maintaining that the land
parcel belonged to it and not the varsity.However, the UoH
Registrar contradicted the government's claim that the bound-
ary of the land in question was finalised.The Telangana High
Court on Wednesday directed the state government to suspend
all work on the 400-acre land parcel adjacent to the UoH, for a
day.Meanwhile, Civil Society leaders on Wednesday con-
demned the Telangana government's "bulldozer" destruction of
Kancha Gachibowli "urban forest" and demanded immediate
withdrawal of bulldozer action on the site.Human rights activist
and former professor at the UoH G Haragopal, former Dean at
UoH D Narasimha Reddy and social activist Kirankumar Vissa
are among others who demanded complete protection of
Kancha Gachibowli "biodiversity hotspot", and handing over
the legal right to the University and that no auction of the land
should happen.

Washington, Apr 2
(The Capital News)
DOGE's days appear
to be numbered. Elon
Musk recently sug-
gested that he will be
done with his work in
the near future.
President Donald
Trump told reporters
this week that “at some
point, he's going to be
going back” to running
his companies. As far
as the Department of
G o v e r n m e n t
Efficiency, Trump said
“it will end.”All of that
talk was before Musk
faced a setback
Tuesday in Wisconsin,
where voters rejected
his choice for a state
Supreme Court candi-
date despite more than
USD 21 million in per-
sonal donations and
his campaign appear-
ance over the week-
end. There are more
problems for the bil-
lionaire entrepreneur

at Tesla, his electric
automaker, which saw
a 13 per cent drop in
sales in the first three
months of the year.The
White House has not
disclosed any clear
timeline for closing
down DOGE, and the
government cost-cut-
ting organization was
never supposed to
become a permanent
fixture in Washington.
But it could be reach-
ing a conclusion faster
than anticipated.
DOGE was originally
intended to operate
until July 4, 2026.Now
there are signs that it
already is winding
down. DOGE employ-
ees have been shifted
to various federal
agencies, which are
supposed to take the
lead on cutting costs.
Government-wide lay-
offs are underway to
accomplish some of
the goals laid out by

Musk and Trump. “We
think probably over
the next two or three
months, we'll be pretty
much satisfied with the
people that are work-
ing hard and want to
be members of the
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , ”
Trump said last week.
The potential end of
DOGE does not mean
Trump will stop shak-
ing up Washington.
But it appears the
administration's efforts
will be entering a new
phase that is less
focused on Musk,
whose chain saw-
wielding work as a

presidential adviser
made him a political
lightning rod.DOGE
was initially envi-
sioned as an independ-
ent advisory panel,
with Musk sharing
leadership with Vivek
Ramaswamy, a biotech
e n t r e p r e n e u r .
Ramaswamy dropped
out and is running for
Ohio governor, and
DOGE became part of
the government.It was
stocked with Musk's
allies, who were dis-
patched throughout the
bureaucracy to cancel
contracts, access sensi-
tive data and push for

cuts. Musk presum-
ably has a ticking
clock on his tenure. He
was hired as a special
government employee,
which means he can
only work 130 days in
a 365-day time period.
“I think we will have
accomplished most of
the work required to
reduce the deficit by a
trillion dollars within
that time frame,” Musk
told Bret Baier of Fox
News on March 27. So
far DOGE is well short
of that target, accord-
ing to its own calcula-
tions, which have been
criticized as inflated
and inaccurate. Musk
did not commit to
leaving the administra-
tion by any particular
date, and it is unclear
how the administration
is tracking Musk's
time. On May 30, it
will be 130 days since
Trump's inauguration
on January 20. Trump

told reporters on
Monday in the Oval
Office that “I'd keep
him as long as I could
keep him” and “he's a
very talented guy.”
The Republican presi-
dent was known for
explosive breakups
with top advisers dur-
ing his first term, but
anyone hoping for
such a split with Musk
has been disappointed.
“I think he's amazing,
but I also think he's got
a big company to run,”
Trump said. “And so,
at some point, he's
going to be going
back.” Asked if DOGE
would continue with-
out Musk, Trump
demurred. He said
Cabinet officials have
worked closely with
Musk and may keep
some of the DOGE
people at their agen-
cies. “But at a certain
point I think it will
end,” Trump said.      

Musk could be headed for a Washington
exit after turbulent times at Trump's DOGE

Brussels, Apr 3 (The
Capital News) US
Secretary of State
Marco Rubio and the
Trump administration's
new envoy to NATO
arrived Thursday in
Brussels, where the
alliance's top diplomats
are hoping they'll shed
light on US security
plans in Europe.
European allies and
Canada are deeply con-
cerned by President
Donald Trump's readi-
ness to draw closer to
Russian leader
Vladimir Putin, who
sees NATO as a threat,
as the US works to bro-
ker a ceasefire in
Ukraine.Recent White
House comments and
insults directed at
NATO allies Canada
and Denmark — as
well as the military
alliance itself — have

raised alarm and confu-
sion, especially with
new US tariffs targeting
US friends and foes
alike.Since Defence
Secretary Pete Hegseth
warned last month that
US security priorities
lie elsewhere — in Asia
and on the US's own
borders — the
Europeans have waited
to learn how big a mili-
tary drawdown in
Europe could be and
how fast it may happen.
In Europe and Canada,
governments are work-
ing on “burden shift-
ing” plans to take over
more of the load, while

trying to ensure that no
security vacuum is cre-
ated if US troops and
equipment are with-
drawn from the conti-
nent. These allies are
keen to hear from
Rubio what the Trump
administration's inten-
tions are and hope to
secure some kind of
roadmap that lays out
what will happen next
and when, so they can
synchronise planning
and use European
forces to plug any gaps.
In a statement, newly
confirmed US ambas-
sador to NATO Matt
Whitaker said that

“under President
Trump's leadership,
NATO will be stronger
and more effective than
ever before, and I
believe that a robust
NATO can continue to
serve as a bedrock of
peace and prosperity.”
But he added: “NATO's
vitality rests on every
ally doing their fair
share.” Whitaker affir
med the US commit-
ment to NATO's collec-
tive security guarantee,
which says that an
attack on any ally must
be considered an attack
on them all, but that his
brief would also be to
encourage Europe to
lead on “peace, securi-
ty, and the rebuilding of
Ukraine.” The state-
ment said allies should
demonstrate that NATO
takes seriously threats
from China.

New York/ Washin
gton/New Delhi, Apr 3
(The Capital News)
The US has announced
27 per cent reciprocal
tariffs on India saying
New Delhi imposes
high import duties on
American goods, as the
Donald Trump admin-
istration aims to reduce
the country's trade
deficit and boost manu-
facturing.The move is
expected to impact
India's exports to the
US. However, experts
say that India is better-
placed than its competi-
tors who also face
increased levies.
President Trump, in a
historic measure to
counter higher duties
on American products
imposed globally,
announced reciprocal
tariffs on about 60

countries."This is
Liberation Day, a long-
awaited moment. April
2, 2025 will forever be
remembered as the day
American industry was
reborn, the day
America's destiny was
reclaimed, and the day
that we began to make
America wealthy again.
We are going to make it
wealthy, good, and
wealthy," Trump said in
his remarks from the
Rose Garden at the
White House on
Wednesday.He said that
the United States
charges other countries
only a 2.4 per cent tariff

on motorcycles, but
Thailand and others are
charging much higher
rates, like 60 per cent,
India 70 per cent,
Vietnam 75 per cent,
and others charge even
higher rates.As he
announced the tariffs,
he held up a chart that
showed the tariffs that
countries such as India,
China, the UK, and the
European Union
charge, along with the
reciprocal tariffs that
these countries will
now have to pay. The
chart indicated that
India charged 52 per
cent tariffs, including
currency manipulation
and trade barriers, and
America would now
charge India a discount-
ed reciprocal tariff of
26 per cent. But accord-
ing to the White House

documents, there will
be a 27 per cent duty on
India."India, very, very
tough. Very, very
tough. The prime min-
ister just left. He's a
great friend of mine,
but I said, you're a
friend of mine, but
you're not treating us
right. They charge us
52 per cent. You have to
understand, we charge
them almost nothing
for years and years and
decades, and it was
only seven years ago,
when I came in, that we
started with China,"
Trump said.Describing
the tariffs as a "mixed
bag and not a set back",
an official in India said
the commerce ministry
is analysing the impact
of 27 per cent recipro-
cal tariffs imposed by
the US on India. 

Rubio arrives for NATO talks as allies wait to
learn of US plans for likely drawdown in Europe

YS Jagan not
to...(From Page 1)
the Papampeta demoli-
tions, she clarified that
they were carried out
under Supreme Court
orders and accused the
Topudurthi brothers of
misleading the victims.
She also dismissed
claims of her interfer-
ence in the MPP elec-
tions, asserting that
TDP would have
secured Ramagiri MPP
had she been
involved.Sunitha criti-
cized Jagan for
allegedly echoing the
Topudurthi brothers'
statements and for
planning a visit to
Papireddypalli on
Friday. She sarcastical-
ly suggested he bring
extra clothes in his
suitcase and meet the
victims of his own
party, highlighting the
losses his members
faced due to the
Topudurthi brothers
over the past five
years.She concluded
with a strong message:
Jagan should not dis-
rupt the peace in vil-
lages by inciting fac-
tionalism.

US President Trump announces 27
per cent reciprocal tariff on India

Senior officials..(From P1)
oversee major water infrastructure projec ts,
including the Pola varam-Banakacharla connec-
tion project. This initiative aims to enhance water
management and distribution across the state.
CM Naidu criticized the previous YSRCP gov-
ernment, alleging that outsourcing jobs were
mismanaged thr ough APCAS, leading to hap-
hazard appo intments. He pointed out that 4,000
outsou rcing employees were engaged in TTD
alon e, highlighting the ne ed for proper recruit-
ment procedures. To address this, a Cabin et sub-
committee will be formed to bring tra nsparency
and efficie ncy to the outsourcin g process. As
part of the Swarna Gramam initiative, the CM
directed senior officials to stay in villages for
three days and two nights to strengthen gover-
nance at the grassroots level. The program,
which is being considered under names like Palle
Nidra, Palle Velugu, and Swarna Gramam, aims
to ensure that government policies effectively
reach rural communities. The Cabinet also dis-
cussed long-term strategic development, includ-
ing the Karma Yogi Training Program and Vision
2047. Naidu stressed that while Andhra Pradesh's
welfare schemes are four times greater than those
of neighboring states, the government has not
been able to effectively communicate these
achievements to the public. He also instructed
ministers to inspect Rushikonda buildings and
propose ways to utilize the property efficiently.
Addressing the controversy surrounding pastor
Praveen’s death, CM Naidu accused the YSRCP
of orchestrating a campaign to malign the gov-
ernment. He asserted that CCTV footage is
revealing key evidence, warning that false narra-
tives could be spread if the government is not
vigilant. Expressing concern over social media
distortions, he urged ministers to stay alert and
counter misinformation campaigns effectively.

Myanmar earthquake...
(From Page 1)

said another 4,715 people have been injured
and 341 are missing.The epicentre of
Friday's 7.7 magnitude earthquake was near
Mandalay, Myanmar's second-largest city. It
brought down thousands of buildings, buck-
led roads and destroyed bridges in multiple
regions.Local media reports of casualties
have been much higher than the official fig-
ures and with telecommunications widely
out and many places difficult to reach, it's
thought the numbers could rise sharply as
more details come in.Myanmar's military
seized power in 2021 from the democratical-
ly elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi,
sparking what has turned into a civil war.The
quake worsened an already dire humanitari-
an crisis, with more than 3 million people
had been displaced from their homes and
nearly 20 million were in need even before it
hit, according to the United Nations.Amid
growing fears that ongoing fighting could
hamper humanitarian aid efforts, the military
declared a temporary ceasefire Wednesday,
through April 22. The announcement fol-
lowed unilateral temporary ceasefires
announced by armed resistance groups
opposed to military rule.In the military's
announcement, it said it would still take
“necessary” measures against those groups if
they use the ceasefire to regroup, train or
launch attacks.In Bangkok, where the quake
brought down a skyscraper under construc-
tion, the search for survivors and bodies con-
tinued as Governor Chadchart Sittipunt said
a possible sound of life was detected amid
the rubble. Twenty-two people were killed,
and 35 injured, in the city, mostly by the col-
lapse of the unfinished building.

Lokesh defends..(From Page 1)
the process of providing permanent house pattas in Mangalagiri. He
also dismissed opposition claims that houses would be demolished
under his leadership, saying such propaganda had been proven false.
He further announced that in Phase 1, 3,000 beneficiaries in
Mangalagiri would receive permanent house pattas. Lokesh reminded
the people that even when out of power, he had personally funded 26
welfare schemes. Now, as an MLA, he was working to make
Mangalagiri a model town, launching the Swachh Mangalagiri cam-
paign to make it the cleanest in the country. Additionally, he revealed
that the government had approved a 100-bed hospital, for which the
foundation stone would soon be laid. More than 50 development
schemes were being implemented in the region with the support of
both State and Central governments. Taking a direct swipe at the
opposition, Lokesh declared that the "Raja Reddy Constitution" had
been abolished and the government was now being run as per
Ambedkar’s Constitution. He accused the YSRCP of inciting caste
and religious hatred and urged people to stay vigilant against their
political conspiracies. Criticizing YSRCP's stance on the paster
Praveen case, Lokesh alleged that the party was politicizing the inci-
dent despite the victim’s family expressing confidence in the investi-
gation. He further attacked former Chief Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy, questioning: "A man who cannot answer his own mother and
sister, what can he possibly tell the people?" Lokesh also contrasted
Chandrababu Naidu’s governance with that of Jagan, stating, "People
now see the difference between a visionary and a prisoner. A vision-
ary plans for future generations, while a prisoner focuses only on
destruction." As part of his Mana Illu - Mana Lokesh initiative,
Lokesh has personally taken up the task of distributing house pattas,
planning to visit each beneficiary’s residence. The program will con-
tinue until April 12.



c m y k c m y k

SPORTS  - MOVIES 6
THE CAPITAL   VIJAYAWADA   THURSDAY  3  APRIL   2025

Printed & Published by Capital Media Group. Sahakarasadan, Syamnagar, Vijayawada. NTR Dt. Andhra Pradesh.

Siddhu Jonnalagadda and
Bommarillu Bhaskar
joined hands for the first

time in the film Jack. The film’s
trailer, which was supposed to
get released, has been postponed
to today. A while ago, the mak-
ers released the trailer, which
looks like a perfect, fun ride.The
trailer begins with the voice-
over of Prakash Raj, who heads
an investigation and is on a mis-
sion to catch a terrorist. The
story then shifts to the city,
where Siddhu is introduced as

someone who is quirky and fun.
He is in love with Vaishnavi
Chaitanya. In a dramatic turn of
events, Siddhu creates trouble to
Prakash Raj’s investigation. The
story picks up from there, and
how the lives of Prakash Raj and
Siddhu get intervened to com-
plete a mission to eliminate the
threat to the country forms the
story.The trailer looks fun, in
Siddhu Jonnalagadda’s usual
style. Bhaskar’s mark is not very
evident in the trailer, but it
may be seen in the film. The

dialogue is quirky and hilarious.
Siddhu’s characterization is
designed to align with
what is expected from him.The
making style is excellent and the
trailer is technically sound too.
Achu Rajamani scored the
music and Sricharan Pakala
works on the BGM. Vijay K
Chakravarthy is the director of
photography and Navin Nooli is
the editor. Kolla Avinash is the
production designer.Jack is hit-
ting the screens on April 10,
2025.

Style isn’t just about
clothes—it’s an attitude,
a presence that com-

mands attention without
trying too hard. Jr. NTR, cur-
rently in Japan promoting
his blockbuster Devara, proved
this effortlessly. The film,
which hit Japanese screens
on March 28, has already
created waves, and Tarak’s
dashing look is adding to
the buzz.Spotted in a black t-
shirt and pants, layered with
a sleek white jacket, boots,
and statement goggles,
Jr. NTR looked like he walked
straight out of a high-fashion
magazine. His confident strides
and undeniable aura made him
look less like an actor on promo-
tion and more like a global
superstar embracing his
moment. Japan’s streets just got
a style upgrade, courtesy of
Tarak himself.

Jhansi, Apr 3 (The
Capital News): Thirty
teams will compete in
three divisions in the
15th Hockey India
Senior Men National
Championship to be
held here from April 4-
15.This will be the first
time the men's tourna-
ment, to be held at the
Major Dhyan Chand
Hockey Stadium, is
being played in the new
three-division format.
The Senior Women
National Championship
was played in the same
new format in March.
The domestic competi-
tion, which will now
also feature promotion
and relegation battles,
has been divided into
three divisions -- A, B
and C. The Division A
will be the highest one
as the teams in it will
fight for the champi-
onship title. Division B
will have teams com-
peting for promotion to
Division A next season
while in Division C, the
teams will fight for a
spot in Division B for
the next edition. The
Division B and C
matches are scheduled
to begin on April 4
while the Division A
matches will com-

mence on April 8.
Division A has the top-
12 teams in India,
including defending
champions Odisha and
runners-up Haryana,
based on their overall
performances in the
tournament over the
years.Other teams in
Division A, which will
have four pools, are
Punjab, Madhya Prade
sh, Maharashtra, Jharkh
and, Uttar Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Bengal,
Hockey, Karnataka and
Puducherry.Each team
will play every oppo-
nent once in their
respective pools. This
will be the only divi-
sion featuring a knock-
out stage as the top-two
teams from each pool
will advance to the
quarterfinals, sched-
uled for April 12.The
semifinals will be
played on April 13, and
the final and 3rd/4th
place match on April
15. The bottom two
teams from Division A
will be relegated to
Division B for the next
edition.In Division B,
10 teams will compete
for promotion to
Division A. The teams
are divided into two
pools. Pool A has

Chandigarh, Goa,
Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
while Delhi, Mizoram,
Dadra & Nagar Haveli
and Daman & Diu,
Kerala, Assam are in
Pool B.The top two
teams from Division B
will earn promotion to
Division A for the next
season, while the bot-
tom two will be relegat-
ed to Division C.In
Division C, the eight
teams will compete for
promotion to Division
B. The teams are divid-
ed into two pools.
Rajasthan, Arunachal,
Jammu & Kashmir,
Tripura are in Pool A
while Pool B comprises
C h h a t t i s g a r h ,
Himachal, Bihar and
Gujarat.The top two
teams in Division C
will secure promotion
to Division B. The
points system in all

three divisions is the
same. Each team will
be awarded three points
for a win, one point for
a draw, and no points
for a loss.In Division A,
the league stage will be
followed by the knock-
out rounds, while
Divisions B and C will
conclude with final
standings determined
by points won in the
pool matches.
Commenting on the
tournament, Hockey
India president Dilip
Tirkey said, "The new
format worked out real-
ly well during the sen-
ior women national
championship and we
are looking forward to
see how it unfolds this
time as well. "With pro-
motion and relegation
at stake, I expect to see
teams give it their all on
the pitch and play some
exceptional hockey."

New York, Apr 3
(The Capital News)
Coco Gauff is leaving
her longtime agency
and launching her own
management firm so
she can “take greater
ownership” of her ten-
nis career as she grows
“as an athlete, entrepre-
neur, and changemak-
er,” she wrote on social
media Wednesday.The
2023 U.S. Open singles
champion and 2024
French Open doubles
champion posted that
the new venture will be
called Coco Gauff
Enterprises.“This is
just the beginning of an
exciting new era for
me, and there is much
more to come, which
I'll be excited to share
in due time,” Gauff
wrote. “As always, ten-
nis will continue to be
my main priority!” The
21-year-old American,

who was born in
Florida and is based
there now, is currently
at No. 3 in the WTA
rankings in singles and
No. 25 in doubles.
She's been as high as
No. 2 in singles and
No. 1 in doubles. Gauff
has won about $23 mil-
lion in prize money and
collected millions more
from endorsement
deals. Her total earn-

ings of $30.4 million in
2024 alone put her at
No. 1 among female
athletes, according to
Sportico.This business
move involves starting
a relationship with
WME — an agency
that has represented
plenty of other sports
stars, including retired
tennis great Serena
Williams — and ending
Gauff's association

with Team8, the man-
agement company
founded by Roger
Federer and his agent,
Tony Godsick. Gauff
burst onto the scene at
age 15 during
Wimbledon in 2019,
when she became
the youngest qualifier
in tournament history,
then beat Venus
Williams in the
first round of the main
draw and made it all the
way to the fourth round
in her Grand Slam
debut. “From the
moment I first picked
up a tennis racket, I've
always believed my
purpose extended far
beyond the court,”
Gauff's post said
Wednesday, adding that
she wants to make “an
impact — not just in
tennis, but in business,
philanthropy, and
beyond.”

Tennis star Coco Gauff is
starting her own management firm

Hockey India Senior Men’s
Championship Begins April 4 in Jhansi

Jr. NTR’s Effortless Style 

Jack Trailer: Siddhu’s Whacky Ride

Jonita
Gandhi’s
Juno Look
Screams Diva
Energy!

If music had a dress code,
Jonita Gandhi just set the gold
standard. The singer, who

made India groove to Arabic
Kuthu with Tamil star Vijay and
Pooja Hegde and got everyone
humming What Jhumka? from
Ranbir Kapoor and Alia Bhatt’s
Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem Kahani,
took her stage presence to the
next level at the Juno Awards in
Vancouver. This time, it wasn’t
just her voice that stole the
show—it was her jaw-dropping
ensemble that had all eyes on her.

Styled by Manish Malhotra,
Jonita shimmered in a striking
golden, blue, and pink sequined
dress that draped her like a dream.
With the outfit elegantly covering
her head, she exuded a blend of
regal charm and modern bold-
ness, making her look like a high-
fashion sorceress casting a musi-
cal spell. As she performed under
the dazzling lights, the sequins on
her attire danced along, almost as
if they, too, were vibing to the
music.

Gujarat Titans crush RCB by eight wickets

Bengaluru, Apr 2
(The Capital News)
Gujarat Titans pro-
duced an excellent

all-round show to
beat Royal Challen
gers Bengaluru by
eight wickets in their

Indian Premier Lea
gue match here on
Wednesday. Set a tar-
get of 170, GT com-
pleted the chase with
as many as 13 balls to
spare.The swash-
buckling Jos Buttler
top-scored for GT
with an unbeaten 73
off 39 balls, while
opener Sai Sudharsan
struck a 36-ball 49 as
the two added 75 runs
for the second wicket
to put the visitors on
course for their sec-
ond victory in three
ma tches .She rf ane
Rutherford remained
not out on 30 off 18.
Earlier, Mohammed
Siraj struck twice in
the powerplay before
RCB recovered to
post 169 for eight
after being sent into

bat.The GT pace trio
of Siraj (3/19),
Arshad Khan (1/17)
and Ishant Sharma
(1/27) got rid of the
RCB top order in the
first seven overs to
reduce the hosts to 42
for four. Liam
Livingstone (54),
who scored a scintil-
lating fifty, and Jitesh
Sharma (33) stitched
a 52-run partnership
to steady the ship.

Brief Scores:
Royal Challengers
Bengaluru: 169 for 8
in 20 overs (Liam
Livingstone 54, Jitesh
Sharma 33; Moha
mmed Siraj 3/19)
Gujarat Titans: 170/2
in 17.5 overs (Jos
Buttler 73 not out, Sai
Sudharsan 49).


